
The University of Lausanne’s Faculty of geosciences and the 
environment, wishes to appoint a 
 
Post-doctoral position or senior researcher in energy consumption 
practices and interventions 
 

Starting date:   01.01.2017 
Contract duration:  2-3 years (to be discussed) 

 Rate of activity:   60-80% (to be discussed) 
 Location:    University of Lausanne 
 Application deadline: 23.12.2016 
 
Profile: 
 

Doctoral degree in anthropology, sociology, environmental studies, 
development studies, or related degree. Prior experience with social 
science concepts and methods in relation to energy consumption 
required. Experience with participative methods and interventions a 
plus. 
 
Ability to coordinate the design and organization of Living Labs, i.e., 
participative interventions that involve consumers and citizens at the 
household and community level. Such events will take place in 
French-speaking Switzerland. Ability to coordinate efforts in 
German-speaking Switzerland would be a plus. 
 
Ability to work independently, as well as coordinate with Swiss 
project partners and H2020 research team members. Research team 
members include Aalborg University, LMU Munich, NUI Galway 
(project lead), University of Maastricht, National Consumer Research 
Centre (Helsinki), Kingston University, and GreenDependent 
(Hungary). Swiss project partners include Federation Romande des 
Consommateurs and Services Industriels de Genève. 
 
Interest in developing inter-disciplinary approaches to changing the 
quality and quantity of energy consumption practices, in Switzerland 
and across Europe. 
 
Excellent command of written and spoken French. Good command of 
written and spoken English. German language skills a plus. 

 
Project title: 
 

European Network for Research, Good Practice and Innovation for 
Sustainable Energy (ENERGISE), funded by the European 
Commission’s Horizon 2020 mechanism with a complementary grant 
from the Swiss government. 

 



Description of responsibilities:  
 

• Play a lead role in relation to work package 5, “Comparing energy 
cultures”. Analyse the role of socio-cultural context on Living Lab 
design, implementation, and results. Account for differences and 
similarities in how Living Labs are implemented within and between 
countries. Understand the interactions between collective 
conventions and regulatory frameworks, within technological and 
material contexts, in association with energy consumption practices. 
Draw conclusions on socio-cultural factors to be taken into account 
for the further dissemination of such interventions. Inform policies 
through an “energy culture” perspective, including a consideration 
for socio-cultural context. 
 

• Responsible for implementing interventions in Switzerland (lead 
by work package 4), based on: an analysis of good practices (work 
package 2), and recommendations for Living Lab design and 
measurement (work package 3). Work in partnership with agencies 
in Switzerland to assist with implementation, as needed. 

 
• Contribute to: 1) the development of an innovative conceptual 

framework connecting energy practices, routines and ruptures, and 
options for changing energy use through interventions; 2) the 
integrated assessment of individual and collective energy initiatives, 
based on existing practice and efforts in Switzerland; 3) the 
development of intervention packages and a sustainability 
assessment toolkit; 4) examining policy options and issuing 
recommendations for changing the quality and quantity of energy 
use and 5) overall communications around this project, and 
participate in all team meetings. 
 
 

Notes 
 
The ENERGISE project, funded by Horizon2020, will provide an understanding of 
the factors driving individual and collective energy choices and practices. 
Specifically, ENERGISE focuses on the interactions of individual- and community-
level energy practices with wider technological, regulatory and economic aspects 
that have been identified as central to the future success of the Energy Union. The 
synthesis and evaluation work in this project make a major contribution to the 
research and innovation pillar of the Energy Union. Moving far beyond much 
conventional sustainable energy consumption research, the ground-breaking 
conceptual framework for the ENERGISE project connects individual-level, 
organisational and institutional and societal influences on energy practices in 
households, by  explicitly recognising the relationship between routines (e.g. daily 
habits around heating and electricity use) and ruptures (e.g. accidental and 
deliberate energy blackouts) as well as examining policy options for changing the 



quality and quantity of energy use through individual-level and community-based 
interventions and connections with wider energy cultures that vary both within and 
between countries. Finally, the development and application of innovative 
intervention- and assessment toolkits across 8 participating countries contributes 
to the crucial advancement of the Energy Union Action Plan.  
 
Application documents:  
 

Motivation letter; Curriculum Vitae and Publication list; Copy of 
university degree certificates and transcripts of marks awarded; 
Contact information for two professional references. 
 
The application documents should be sent by e-mail to Dr Marlyne 
Sahakian (marlyne.sahakian@unil.ch), project coordinator and lead 
for work package 5.  

 


