
   

 

Call for Papers 
 

(Deutsch-)Rap und Gewalt – Ambivalenzen und Brüche 
22.-24. April 2021, Schwäbisch Gmünd 

 
Rooted in US hip-hop, (Deutsch-)Rap has grown into one of the largest and most diverse 
movements in youth culture. Throughout its history, rap has been used as a medium for social 
criticism; it has been the voice of minorities and served to create a fun atmosphere; it has 
been a means of self-stylization, or an instrument of differentiation and exclusion. 
Correspondingly, different subgenres have evolved in recent decades, e.g., conscious rap, 
queer rap, or “gangsta” rap. Although often criticized, “gangsta” rap is especially prominent 
among young people also because of specific market mechanisms. Politically and socially 
conscious rap, on the other hand, is hardly visible in the media yet very popular in specific 
communities. 
 
Phenomena of violence are closely linked to the hip-hop movement, which emerged in 
response to social and institutional unfairness. This is still manifest in politically motivated rap 
subgenres, where critical examinations of different forms of violence take center stage. Other 
rap genres, e.g. “gangsta” rap, explicitly glorify violence, use gory motifs, and paint violent 
images. Criticism aimed at “gangsta” rap, as legitimate as it is, is usually rather superficial and 
does not address frictions and contradictions in its representations. At the same time, the 
criticized patterns of representation need to be interpreted in the context of other social 
discourses, such as migration and belonging, or sexuality and masculinity. 
 
Between the poles of “open glorification of violence” and “open criticism of violence” there is 
a vast field that requires closer analysis. It is crucial to consider the complex modes and 
mechanisms of representation and the criticisms of violence; the actors who produce and 
consume representations of violence; the institutions that are involved in their dissemination 
and popularization, and the interactions and negotiations of violence in the field: How is the 
effectiveness of the representation maximized on the production side? To what extent are 
violence and rap linked in public discourse? And how do young recipients view phenomena of 
violence in rap, to what extent do they reflect on them? 
 
The motive of violence and its (multimodal) presentation in (German) rap takes center stage 
in our conference. On the one hand, we intend to focus on different facets of the depiction of 
violence in (German) rap, possible frictions, and ambivalences in these representations. On 
the other hand, we will also look at production mechanisms, distribution strategies, and 
processes of interpretation among the audience. Further aims are to embed the phenomenon 
of violence in (German) rap in the relevant discourses, to draw attention to the diversity, 
ambivalences, and frictions in the representation, and to depict developments and 
appearances from multiple perspectives. 
 



   

The following list suggests topics, but other relevant proposals are welcome, too:  
- Violence and rap subgenres (e.g. conscious rap, queer rap, “gangsta” rap) 
- Frictions, contradictions, and ambivalences in the representation of violence 
- Socio-critical aspects of the depiction of violence 
- Violence and othering 
- Violence in German rap in the context of migration, gender, and sexuality  
- Hegemonic masculinity or constructions of masculinity and femininity 
- Production mechanisms and the maximization of the effectiveness of representations 

of violence 
- Discourses on violence, crime, and rap 
- Violence, authenticity, realness, and credibility 
- Between trivialization and glorification: modes of interpretation of violence in 

(German) rap 
 
Please send your proposals (maximum 400 words) with a short bio and your contact details 
to: deutschrap2021@ph-gmuend.de 
Application deadline is October 11, 2020.  
 
The conference will take place in Schwäbisch Gmünd from April 21 to 24, 2021. Conference 
proceedings with selected contributions are planned. 
For more information, please visit the conference homepage at www.deutschrap2021.de. 
 
If need be, we will switch to a (semi-) virtual conference format. 
 
Conference Organizers: 
Prof. Dr. Nazli Hodaie I Deutsche Literatur und ihre Didaktik I Pädagogische Hochschule   
Schwäbisch Gmünd 
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Hofmann I Musikwissenschaft/Musikdidaktik I Pädagogische Hochschule     
Schwäbisch Gmünd 
Prof. Dr. Eva Kimminich I Romanistik/Kulturen Romanischer Länder I Universität Potsdam 
Prof. Dr. Rosa Reitsamer I Musiksoziologie I Universität für Musik und darstellende  
Kunst Wien 
Prof. Dr. Daniel Rellstab I Germanistik im globalen Kontext I Pädagogische Hochschule     
Schwäbisch Gmünd 




