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Mental Illness
Thesis presentation – A. Linder
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Mental health recovery
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Source des images: http://lerelais.ch/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Retablissement-03-11-08.pdf et 
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Following and analyzing «recovery»
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Methods
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2 corpuses of articles on «recovery» (professionals + 
survivors/consumers)

• From 1980 to 2005 in the United States

• From the begninning of 2000s to nowadays in French-speaking Switzerland

7 semi-directed interviews with key-actors of the importation of 
«recovery» in French-speaking Switzerland



Three main tensions
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1. First-person perspective VS Third-person perspective

2. Cure VS Chronicity

3. Prescriptive power VS Adaptability
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Image of the psychiatric
rehabilitation unit where I did
my fieldwork – pictures from
their website



Methods: Participant observation
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Image of the psychiatric
rehabilitation unit where I did
my fieldwork – pictures from
their website



Fragile balances and negotiated orders
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• «Doing with» rather than «doing for»

• Not entirely responsible nor entirely irresponsible

• Interpersonal relations & Statutory relations
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A transitional community
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• From «I» to «We»

• «I» / «We» balance

• From «We» to «I»



Thank you for your
attention!


