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Editorial

Dear members of the Swiss Sociological Association 
(SSA) 

The year of 2020 was burdened by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Teaching was charged with extra work to 
switch to digital tools, research projects slowed down, 
many conferences and workshops had to be postponed 
or proceeded via digital tools, too. This is one of the 
reasons why some research committees of our society 
do not present a report for 2020. Nevertheless, some 

activities have been possible as the report of the presi-
dent and the presented reports demonstrate. 
Actually, there is hope that the pandemic will be 
overcome in the second part of 2021 and step by step 
meetings in person will be possible. The outlook is to 
have SSA and its research committees intensifying their 
activities again.

Rainer Diaz-Bone (University of Lucerne), President
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Annual report 2020

1. Scientific activity: In 2020, the Swiss Sociological 
Society (SGS, https://www.sgs-sss.ch/) had three issues 
of the Swiss Journal of Sociology published with 24 ar-
ticles. (See for open access https://content.sciendo.
com/view/journals/sjs/sjs-overview.xml). In 2020, two 
bulletins were furthermore published, which are also 
accessible open access as pdf (see homepage). One 
of the bulletins includes the reports of the president 
as well as those of the research committees (RCs). In 
view of the far-reaching social impact as well as the 
repercussions on teaching and research, the SGS has 
also initiated a thematic bulletin with the thematic 
focus "The Covid-19 pandemic, health and medicine: 
Sociological investigations and perspectives" (https://
www.sgs-sss.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SGS-
Bulletin-157.pdf). Editors are Michael Gemperle (Zurich) 
and Raphaël Hammer (Lausanne). The bulletin includes 
analyses of the change and social construction of the 
concept of health, the capacity of institutions and pro-
fessions to respond to the pandemic, and the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on increasing (pre-existing) 
social inequalities. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some planned events have been postponed, such as 
the Methods Festival (now scheduled to take place 
in St. Gallen in 2022). Other events of the research 
committees (RCs) could be held, some of them digi-
tally. These include the one-day conference "Sociology 
of Health and Medicine in Switzerland: Trends and 
Challenges" (RC Health and Medical Sociology), the 
online conference "Discrimination and racism in the 
labor market" (RC Migration and Minorities) or the 
conference on "Sustainability through Arts" (RC So-
ciology of Art and Culture). In 2020, the first volume of 
the publication series «Panorama Gesellschaft Schweiz 
2020» with the title "Migration – Integration – Par-
ticipation" was published. This series was initiated by 
Christian Suter, it is located at the Federal Statistical 

Office (Neuchâtel) and is financially supported by the 
SAGW (Download link: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/
bfsstatic/dam/assets/13927579/master). 

2. Cooperation and international relations:  SGS contin-
ues to be an active member of the European Sociologi-
cal Association (ESA, https://www.europeansociology.
org/) and the International Sociological Association 
(ISA, https://www.isa-sociology.org/en). Where possible, 
members of the SGS Board also attend the relevant 
committee meetings of ESA and ISA. Many members 
of the SGS are part of sections of ESA and ISA. Finally, 
a joint work-shop on “Public Sociology” (organized 
with the German Sociological Association DGS and 
the Austrian Sociological Association ÖGS) was held 
in October 2020 at Essen.
3. Public relations:  The board member Marlyne Sahaki-
an (University of Geneva) has continued to update the 
information for the sociology BA and MA programs in 
Switzerland (on the SGS homepage) and completed it by 
the end of 2020 (https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/studium/). 
The SGS homepage (https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/) is still 
important for information about news, conferences as 
well as activities of the research committees. In addition, 
there is a newsletter that can be subscribed to. It is sent 
to all members of the SGS. Several issues were sent to 
the subscribers in 2020. The newsletter is available for 
download on the homepage at https://www.sgs-sss.
ch/de/die-gesellschaft/newsletter/.
4. Administration: The administration of the SGS is done 
first of all by the cooperation between president, vice-
president and treasurer. Until the end of 2020 Christian 
Suter (University of Neuchâtel) acted as Vice President. 
Since 2020, Oliver Nachtwey (University of Basel) serves 
as treasurer. In 2020, the General Assembly could only 
take place digitally – due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Felix Bühlmann (University of Lausanne), Muriel Surdez 
(University of Fribourg) and Christian Suter (University 

https://content.sciendo.com/view/journals/sjs/sjs-overview.xml
https://content.sciendo.com/view/journals/sjs/sjs-overview.xml
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfsstatic/dam/assets/13927579/master
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfsstatic/dam/assets/13927579/master
https://www.europeansociology.org/
https://www.europeansociology.org/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/die-gesellschaft/newsletter/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/die-gesellschaft/newsletter/
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of Neuchâtel) left the board. Patrik Aspers (University 
of St. Gallen), Achim Edelmann (University of Bern) and 
Regula Julia Leemann (FHNW Basel-Muttenz) were 
newly elected to the board. The list of current board 
members can be viewed here: https://www.sgs-sss.
ch/de/die-gesellschaft/organe/. In addition, Christoph 
Mäder (PH Zurich) and Claudine Burton-Jeangros 
(University of Geneva) were elected as revisors. (See 
also the minutes of the general assembly.) 
5. Information on planned activities, initiatives, projects.
In 2020, the SGS and the organizing team in Geneva 
(Milena Chimienti and Marlyne Sahakian) have moved 
forward with the organization of the Sociology Con-
gress in Geneva. It will take place with the congress 
title "Social Justice in Times of Crisis" from June 28 
to June  30, 2021. Several events will be organized 

by members of the SGS as part of the SAGW series of 
events "(Ir)Responsible Consumption". These are the 
events "Sustainable consumption and well-being" 
(Jörg Rössel, University of Zurich/Marlyne Sahakian, 
University of Geneva), « Consommation, suffisance et 
bien être » (Marlyne Sahakian and Orlane Moynat, both 
University of Geneva) and « Big Bounce: Consommer 
dans une économie verte » (Philip Balsiger, University 
of Neuchâtel). In addition, the individual research 
committees are planning further conferences and 
workshops in 2021 and a sociological comic book will 
be produced (by Daniel Burnier and Thomas Jammet,  
University of Neuchâtel).

Rainer Diaz-Bone (University of Lucerne), President

https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/die-gesellschaft/organe/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/die-gesellschaft/organe/
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20 November from 14.00 to 16.00 as Zoom-meeting

Agenda
1.	 Acceptance of agenda
2.	 Protocol of last general assembly
3.	 Report 

a) President 
b) Events

4.	 Accounting 2019 and budget 2021
5.	 Discharge of SSA board
6.	 Election of new SSA board members and revisors 
7.	 Report of Swiss Journal of Sociology 
8.	 Varia

1.	 Acceptance of agenda
Agenda was accepted. 

2.	 Minutes of last GA
Minutes were accepted.

3.	 Report
a) President
The SSA board initiated a bulletin on the issue of health, 
in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. This will be 
coordinated by Michael Gemperle and Raphaël Ham-
mer and will be published in the beginning of 2021.
Marlyne Sahakian took care of updating the information 
on study programs in sociology in Switzerland on the 
homepage of the Swiss sociological association; the 
task has been completed and we can be reimbursed 
by the ASSH this year.
b) Events
Together with the German Sociological Association 
and the Austrian Sociological Association, SSA initi-
ated a workshop “Public Sociology”, which took place 
1–2 October 2020 at Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut 
at Essen. Some other of the planned conferences of 

the research committees in 2020 had to be postponed 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

4.	 Accounting 2019 and budget 2021
Accounting 2019
In 2019 the membership fees declined. The SSA secre-
tary had to remind several members to pay their fees. It 
was discussed that the pandemic could be troubling for 
some members, which could be the cause for delayed 
payments. In the general assembly, the SSA board was 
reminded to approach the task to reduce costs and 
asked to carefully examine the financial situation of the 
association, to ensure its long term health and viability. 
The president explained that this will be discussed and 
approached in relation to the journal reform, which is 
expected to cut the expenses of the SSA substantially. 
But it was also agreed on to gain more members for 
SSA, which will be a future task of the SSA board, 
too. Still, the budget situation is not transparent in 
every aspect. One reason is that SAHS funding is to 
be applied for one year before and accounting is done 
one year after.

Budget planning 2021
The planned budget was presented and discussed. It 
was accepted by the general assembly.

5.	 Discharge of SSA board
Agreed on with unanimity.

6.	 Election of new SSA board members 
and revisors

Muriel Surdez (Fribourg), Felix Bühlmann (Lausanne) 
and Christian Suter (Neuchâtel) are leaving the board 
at the end of 2020. The president thanked them for 
their engagement in the last years and presented three 
sociologists to be elected as new board members: 

Protocol of the general assembly 2020
of the Swiss Sociological Association SSA
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Patrick Aspers (St. Gallen), Achim Edelmann (Bern) and 
Regula Julia Leemann (Basel). The three persons have 
been elected as new board members from the begin-
ning of 2021 on and for the term until the end of 2022. 
Therefore, in 2021 the SSA board will be:
Patrick Aspers (St. Gallen), Milena Chimienti (Geneva), 
Rainer Diaz-Bone (Lucerne, president), Achim Edelmann 
(Bern), Regula Julia Leemann (Basel), Oliver Nachtwey 
(Basel, treasurer), Jörg Rössel (Zurich), Marlyne Saha-
kian (Geneva) and Leen Vandecasteele (Lausanne). Also, 
one of the upcoming journal editors (see below 7) will 
join the SSA board.
Also, two new revisors proposed for the term 
2021–2022: Claudine Burton-Jeangros (Geneva) 
and Christoph Maeder (Zurich). The general assembly 
elected them.

7.	 Report of the Swiss Journal of Sociology
The journal editor Felix Bühlmann reported that less 
articles are coming in, the editors have to invest to get 
more submissions. There are several special issues forth-
coming: Migration, Non take up of social policies. More 
focus issues are planned. The journal editor announced 
to step down at the end of 2020. The journal is going 
to have a group of editors in the future, four people: 
Sophie Mützel (Luzern), Judith Nyfeler (St. Gallen), 
Luca Pattaroni (EPF Lausanne), and Marc Perrenoud 
(Lausanne). A new advisory board is planned, too. The 
international board will continue.

8.	 Varia	 
No varia

Protocol of the general assembly 2020
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Reports from the research committees 2020

Bildungssoziologie / Sociologie de 
l’éducation/Sociology of Education

Coordinating board (2019–2020)
Barbara Fouquet-Chauprade (University of Geneva, 
since 11/20)
Farinaz Fassa (University of Lausanne, resigned 11/20)
David Glauser (University of Bern)
Chantal Hinni (University of Fribourg)
Irene Kriesi (Swiss Federal Institute for Vocational 
Education and Training)
Philippe Losego (University of Teacher Education 
Lausanne/Vaud)
Mario Steinberg (University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Northwestern Switzerland, since 11/20) 

Section conferences 
The biannual section conference was organized by the 
University of Bern in collaboration with the PH Bern and 
was held virtually on 5 and 6 November 2020 in Bern. 
In total, more than 30 contributions and 2 keynotes by 
Jan Skopek (Trinity College, Dublin) and Hanna Dumont 
(University of Potsdam) were given on the conference 
topic “Heterogeneity and Inequality – Differentiation in 
Education and Consequences for Educational Inequali-
ties”. The program is available from the conference 
website: https://www.soceduc.edu.unibe.ch. 
Regula Julia Leemann (University of Teacher Education, 
FHNW and University of Basel) will organize the section 
conference in 2022 on the topic “Educational institu-
tions in Switzerland and their paradoxical contribution 
to social cohesion and disintegration” in Basel. 

Planned activities 2021
Members of the network are organizing several Sessions 
at the SSA congress in Geneva (for details see https://
sociocongress2021.ch/call_abstracts/):

›› Les enjeux de justice sociale en formation profes-
sionnelle (Kerstin Duemmler, Barbara Duv, SFIVET).

›› Regionale Differenzen in den Bildungsangeboten, 
Zulassungsbedingungen und Bildungsverläufen in 
der Schweiz: Ursprünge, Governance und Folgen / 
Différences regionales en matière d'offres de for-
mation, de conditions d'admission et de parcours 
de formation en Suisse: sources, gouvernance 
et impacts (Regula Julia Leemann, University of 
Teacher Education / FHNW, Irene Kriesi SFIVET).

A Session on «Schüler*innen ohne Schule – (Bildungs-)
Strategien Heranwachsender unter Pandemiebedin-
gungen» is organized together with the DGS-Section 
«Bildung und Erziehung», the ÖGS-Section «Bildungs
soziologie» in Vienna in August 2021.

Website and mailing list
The research network has updated the section website 
(https://education.sgs-sss.ch). We provide our members 
with a monthly newsletter that provides information on 
call for papers, scientific events, publications, and job 
offers that are relevant to the Sociology of Education. 
Persons with an interest in publishing information in 
the newsletter write to education@sgs-sss.ch. The 
newsletter is edited by members of the coordination 
board with the support of Fanny Klafke at the FHNW 
School of Education (Basel). In addition, you can fol-
low our section on Twitter (@soceduc; https://twitter.
com/soceduc).

Contact
education@sgs-sss.ch

https://www.soceduc.edu.unibe.ch
https://sociocongress2021.ch/call_abstracts/
https://sociocongress2021.ch/call_abstracts/
https://twitter.com/soceduc
https://twitter.com/soceduc
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Kunst- und Kultursoziologie (Foko- 
KUKUSO) / Sociologie des arts et de la 
culture (CR-SAC) / Sociology of Arts and 
Culture (RC-SAC)

Scientific committee and co-coordination
Olivier Moeschler (University of Lausanne) – President
Michael Gautier (Bern)
Nuné Nikoghosyan (University of Geneva)
Miriam Odoni (University of Neuchâtel)
Loïc Riom (Mines ParisTech and University of Geneva)
Valérie Rolle (University of Nantes)
Guy Schwegler (University of Lucerne)

Activities 2020
In spite of the pandemic and the difficulties resulting 
from the sanitary situation, the RC-SAC  – or Foko-
KUKUSO for its intimates – held several activities in 
2020. Even during such an unstable year all around 
the world, the research committee has continued to 
be prolific in its 11th  year of existence, having been 
founded in 2009:
1.	 Book publication on arts and markets. First of all, 

the edited book The Sociology of Arts and Markets. 
New Developments and Persistent Patterns is now 
published by Palgrave-Macmillan, in their “Socio-
logy of the Arts” series. The book is an outcome 
of the international conference “Arts and Markets” 
organized by the RC-SAC with colleagues at the 
University of St. Gallen at the end of 2016. The 
book’s editors Andrea Glauser, Patricia Holder, 
Thomas Mazzurana, Olivier Moeschler, Valerie Rolle, 
and Franz Schultheis assembled 17 contributions 
from both young and more senior scholars from 
Japan, Switzerland, France, Italy, China, the US, and 
UK. In their respective contributions, the authors 

analyse the complex relationships between the 
arts and their markets along the following axes:

›› Creators in the Market: Artists between Aesthetics, 
Critique and Trade

›› Artistic Career Paths. Trajectories and Inequalities 
in the Market

›› The Economy of Idiosyncrasy: Art dealers and the 
Commodification of Individuality 

›› Marketable Art: Galleries and Gallery Owners as 
Central Intermediaries

›› Market Assessments: The Increasing Role of Art 
Rankings

›› Features of the Art Market in Advanced Capitalism: 
From Established to New Patterns?

The full table of contents can be found on the editor’s 
web page (https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-
3-030-39013-6).
2.	 International conference on arts and sustainability. 

In February last year, the RC-SAC launched a call 
for papers for an international conference on “Sus-
tainability through Arts” scheduled to take place 
in Geneva in September 2020, the conference was 
financed by seed funding granted by the SAGW-
ASSH aiming to promote scientific contributions 
to the UN 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The scientific and 
organising committee was composed of Marylene 
Sahakian, Nuné Nikoghosyan and Loïc Riom 
(University of Geneva), Guy Schwegler (University 
of Lucerne) and Olivier Moeschler (University of 
Lausanne). The main purpose of the event was to 
render visible what is being done in the relatively 
recent field of “arts and sustainability”, engage in 
debates and discussions between different actors 
working in the field, and explore future research 
and research-action directions. The conference was 
structured around two main questions:

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-39013-6
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-39013-6
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›› What is the environmental and social impact of art?
›› How can art support transformations towards more 
sustainable societies?

Despite the pandemic, which began to unfold shortly 
after the call was launched, preparations for the event 
continued. The conference finally took place as planned 
on 24–25 September 2020, but in a semi-virtual format: 
Swiss scholars met at the cultural premises Les Saules 
in Geneva, while all other participants joined online 
via videoconference. The event brought together some 
50  participants, both researchers and practitioners, 
from around the world to discuss issues related to art 
and sustainability in all its forms. Over 30 scholars from 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, UK, Japan, and 
Switzerland gave 14 presentations. These presentations 
were supplemented by a world café and two keynote 
presentations by Karin M. Ekström (University of Borås) 
and by Nicolas Nova (HEAD Genève) and François Ribac 
(University of Burgundy-Franche-Comté). The abstracts 
of all presentations, an introduction with reflections on 
the conference as well as links to further material can 
be found in the proceedings published online through 
SCORAI (Sustainable Consumption Research and Action 
Initiative, https://scorai.net/international-conferences/). 
After the conference, a research network was created 
to continue exchanges on this current topic: the Sus-
tainability to Art Network (STAN). This new network 
currently revolves around a mailing list (subscribe here) 
and a Twitter account (@sustain_art).
3.	 Panel on music at STS conference. Lastly, the Foko-

KUKUSO was also associated in the organisation 
of a panel on music, infrastructure, and fragility at 
the conference “Multiple Matters: From neglected 
things to arts of noticing fragility”. The Swiss STS 
association organized the conference at University 
of Lausanne (7–9 September 2020 – postponed 
to 15–17 February 2021) and Loïc Riom from our 

scientific committee was involved in setting up the 
panel. It included Swiss and French researchers 
working in the field of sociology of arts.

Planned activities 2021
This year, the RC-SAC is planning the following activi-
ties:

›› A workshop (journée d’études) at the University of 
Nantes on “Artistic Creation” with a grant from the 
SAGW-ASSH (planned for January 2021, postponed 
to 18 June 2021).

›› paper sessions as well as a semi-plenary session 
on “Arts and Culture in Times of Crisis” at the SSA 
Congress at the University of Geneva (28–30 June 
2021).

›› a possible participation to a session at the Drei
länderkongress organized by the DGS-ÖGS on 
«Die Post-Corona-Gesellschaft? Pandemie, Krise 
und ihre Folgen» in Vienna (23–25 August 2021).

Twitter
@foko_kukuso (https://twitter.com/Foko_Kukuso)

Contact
Olivier Moeschler (University of Lausanne)

culture@sgs-sss.ch 

Migration-Minorités / Migration-
Minoritäten / Migration-Minorities

Coordinators 
Milena Chimienti and Didier Ruedin

Website 
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-
minderheiten/

https://scorai.net/international-conferences/
https://framalistes.org/sympa/subscribe/stan
https://twitter.com/sustain_art
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-minderheiten/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-minderheiten/
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Special Issue
›› Special issue on the Sociology of Migration: past, 
present, future in the Swiss Journal of Sociology, 
forthcoming spring 2021, edited by Milena Chimi-
enti, Claudio Bolzman, and Didier Ruedin.

Conferences in 2020
›› Conference on discrimination and racism in the 
labour market, 4 panels, 1–3 July  2020 online 
(IMISCOE)

Forthcoming conferences
›› The research network Migration and Minority will 
be present at the IMISCOE conference in Luxem-
bourg with several panels, 7–9 July 2021.

›› We are involved in the organization of the Congress 
of the Swiss Sociological Association, Geneva, 
28–30 June 2021.

›› We submitted a panel to the ECPR 2021.
›› We organize a panel at the Joint Conference in 
Vienna, 2021.

Other activities
Swiss Subsaharan Africa Migration (S-SAM)
A network for partnerships between migration re-
searchers in Subsaharan Africa and Switzerland (2018 
to 2020). http://www.unine.ch/sfm/home/formation/
ssam.html

Contact
Milena Chimienti (HESSO-HETS Geneva)
Didier Ruedin (University of Neuchâtel)
migration@sgs-sss.ch

Sociologie économique / 
Wirtschaftssoziologie / Economic Sociology
The economic sociology research committee was for-
tunate not to have planned any major activities during 

the pandemic year 2020. We had instead focussed on 
the organization of an international midterm conference 
on the topic “Markets and Power in the Digital Age”, 
which was scheduled to take place in February 2021. 
Because of the ongoing health crisis, the conference has 
been postponed. It will now take place on September 
16–17, in Neuchâtel.
2021 will therefore be a very busy year for the research 
committee. Besides the international conference, which 
received funding from the SAGW/ASSH, we will also 
be actively present at the 2021 Congress of the Swiss 
Sociological Association in Geneva. Our increasingly 
numerous members are organizing a number of work-
shops and plenary sessions – we are looking forward 
to interesting discussions. 
In addition, the committee will also organize a business 
meeting at the Geneva-conference. This meeting will 
be of particular importance since the members of the 
committee will be asked to elect a new co-coordinator 
replacing Michael Nollert, who has recently retired and 
is stepping down from his position.
Anyone who is interested in the activities of the eco-
nomic sociology research committee is invited to join 
us for this meeting. If you wish to join our mailing list, 
feel free to send an email to one of the coordinators.

Contact
Michael Nollert (University of Fribourg)
Philip Balsiger (University of Neuchâtel)
economy@sgs-sss.ch

http://www.unine.ch/sfm/home/formation/ssam.html
http://www.unine.ch/sfm/home/formation/ssam.html
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Sociology of Health and Medicine / 
Sociologie de la santé et de la médecine / 
Gesundheits- und Medizinsoziologi

Coordinating board
Andreas Bänziger, Maria Caiata Zufferey, Valeska Cap-
pel, Stéphane Cullati, Jérôme Debons, Josef Estermann, 
Michael Gemperle, Raphaël Hammer, Damian Hedinger, 
Ursula Meidert, Julie Page, Marilène Vuille

Website 
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/research-networks/health-
and-medicine-sociology/

Activities in 2020
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, our research committee 
(RC-SHM) organised a one-day conference “Sociology 
of Health and Medicine in Switzerland: Trends and 
Challenges”, which was hosted at the School for 
health professions in Lausanne (HESAV – HES-SO) on 
2  October 2020. The objective of this event was to 
celebrate 40 years of activities of our research commit-
tee “Sociology of Health and Medicine”, by addressing 
some significant developments of the field over the last 
years, its current situation and future challenges. The 
conference included different kinds of contributions 
as the programme included three keynote speakers 
(Karen Lowton, University of Sussex; Patrick Brown, 
University of Amsterdam; Peter Meyer, former director 
of the ZHAW health department, with Thomas Abel 
as discussant, University of Bern), a session dedicated 
to young researchers’ presentations (Luna de Araujo, 
Mike Deml, Vladimir Jolidon, Audrey Linder and Andrea 
Lutz), two topical workshops and an E-poster session. 
Between two waves of the pandemic, the conference 
was successful with more than forty participants in 
Lausanne, who enjoyed the scientific and informal 

exchanges. We thank the following institutions for their 
financial support: Haute Ecole de Santé Vaud (HESAV), 
the University of Applied Sciences and Arts Western 
Switzerland (HES-SO), the Swiss Academy of Humani-
ties and Social Science (ASSH/SAGW), the Population 
Health Laboratory of the University of Fribourg, and the 
RC-SHM. We look forward to celebrating the 50 years 
of our research committee! For more information: 
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/research-networks/health-
and-medicine-sociology/.
The RC-SHM was also involved in coordinating a special 
issue in the Bulletin of the Swiss Sociological Associa-
tion devoted to “The Covid-19 pandemic, health and 
medicine: Sociological investigations and perspectives”, 
edited by Michael Gemperle (ZHAW) and Raphaël 
Hammer (HESAV). The Bulletin includes contributions 
addressing different aspects of the complex current situ-
ation. Available at: https://www.sgs-sss.ch/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/SGS-Bulletin-157.pdf.
We regularly distributed information by email to our 
members (over a hundred members) on scientific 
meetings (conferences, congresses), call for papers or 
job opportunities in areas relevant to the sociology of 
health and medicine.

Planned activities for 2021
The research committee will be involved in the organi-
sation of the next «Dreiländerkongress» (Switzerland, 
Germany and Austria) which will take place in München 
(4–5 March 2021) – «Gesundheitssystem der Zukunft – 
Zukunft der Gesundheit: alles neu nach Corona?». 
Moreover, the research committee is co-organizing 
a workshop as well as a plenary session at the joint 
congress of the German Sociological Association 
and the Austrian Sociological Association in Vienna 
(23–25 August 2021). 

https://www.sgs-sss.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SGS-Bulletin-157.pdf
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SGS-Bulletin-157.pdf
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Reports from the research commitees 2020

The RC-SHM has launched five calls for papers for the 
next Swiss congress of sociology (Geneva, June 28–30) 
and intends to organize different workshops.

Contact 
Michael Gemperle (co-president)
Zurich University of Applied Sciences, ZHAW, Winterthur
(German / English / French)
Raphaël Hammer (co-president)
Haute Ecole de Santé Vaud (HESAV) (French / English)
health@sgs-sss.ch

Soziale Probleme / Problèmes sociaux / 
Social Problems

Activitiy 2020
The research committee has organized a workshop for 
young researchers at the HETSHES-SO Fribourg in Sep-
tember 2020 to promote exchanges and networking. 
The aim of the workshop was to bring together young 
researchers from the German and French-speaking 
parts of Switzerland who deal with social problems, 
social policy, social insurance, institutions, discourses 
(etc.). Five young researchers from both French and 
German-speaking Switzerland conducting research at 
both university and university of applied sciences level 
participated to this meeting. In total, there were twenty 
participants. The meeting was very successful regarding 
the main objective, which was to exchange ideas and 
network. After this first meeting, the research committee 
plans to organize a networking meeting once a year.

Planned Activities 2021
In the context of the congress of the Swiss Sociological 
Association on "Social Justice In Time of Uncertainty", 
which will take place in Geneva from 28 to 30 June 
2021, the research committee “Social problems” will 

organize one panel “Who deserves what? Social policy 
and deservingness in times of crisis”. The aim of the 
panel is to discuss the notion of deservingness in the 
light of the crisis of COVID-19. 

Other
A final note on the participation ratio between mem-
bers of Universities and applied sciences Universities: 
we observe a very strong dominance of scholars from 
applied science Universities attending our workshops. 
This does not correspond with our view of a diversified 
research community. We therefore would like to call 
for sociologists working in Universities in Switzerland 
to become active in the network. If you wish to do so, 
please contact the network coordinators.

Contact
Yann Bochsler (Hochschule für Soziale Arbeit, Fach-
hochschule Nordwestschweiz, Muttenz)
Martina Koch (Hochschule für Soziale Arbeit, Fach-
hochschule Nordwestschweiz, Olten) 
Eva Nada (HES-SO, Haute école de travail social, 
Genève) 
Emilie Rosenstein (Département de sociologie, Univer-
sité de Genève) 
Peter Streckeisen (ZHAW Soziale Arbeit, Zürich /
Universität Basel) 
problems@sgs-sss.ch

Sportsoziologie / Sociologie des sports / 
Sociology of Sports

Activity 2020
During the 12.  congress of the « société suisse des 
sciences du sport » (4S), 6/7 February 2020 in Basel, 
the sport comitee organized a session about «Ver-
läufe im Kinder- und Jugendsport  – ein Symposium 
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des Forschungskomitees Sportsoziologie» with three 
speakers: Klostermann C. (Professur Bewegungsförder-
ung und Sportdidaktik im Kindesalter, Pädagogische 
Hochschule FHNW), Lamprecht M., (Schweizer Sport
observatorium c/o Lamprecht und Stamm Sozial
forschung und Beratung) Nagel S. (Institut für Sport
wissenschaft, Universität Bern).

Planned Activities 2021
For the 2021 Congress of the Swiss Sociological As-
sociation (SSA) “Social Justice in times of uncertainty“, 
June 28–30 2021, University of Geneva, the research 
network “Sociology of Sport“ organizes a paper session 
entitled Social Justice and Inequities in Sport and Physi-

cal Activity in Times of Uncertainty. The current health 
pandemic and economic uncertainties may impact on 
the wider access and practice of sport and physical 
activity. To understand and analyze this impact and the 
broader concerns of social justice in sport and physical 
activity, we encouraged the submission of papers. Two 
sessions with 6 communications are planned. 

Contact
Markus Lamprecht (L & S Sozialforschung 
und Beratung, Zürich)
Monica Aceti (Université de Fribourg/Basel)
Siegfried Nagel (Universität Bern)
sports@sgs-sss.ch
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Die Sozialwissenschaften ordnen die Heraus-
forderungen von COVID-19 in die Dyna-
miken unserer Gesellschaft ein. Aufgrund ihrer 
Geschichte und ihrer Praxis sind die Sozial-
wissenschaften besonders geeignet, die sozialen, 
politischen und ökonomischen Folgen einer 
Krankheit zu verstehen, die für die einen die  
Züge des Teufels trägt, während sie für die  
anderen als banale Grippe in Erscheinung tritt.  
Dieses Buch entschlüsselt, wie Einzelpersonen, 
Organisationen und Gemeinschaften COVID-19 
begegnen, darunter leiden und darauf reagieren.

In diesem Buch teilen 27 ForscherInnen ihre 
Erkenntnisse zu COVID-19.
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Questions de genre
Thierry Delessert
Sortons du ghetto
Histoire politique 
des homosexualités 
en Suisse, 
1950-1990

 En Suisse, la « débauche contre nature » est  
totalement dépénalisée en 1992. Les débats autour de la révi- 
sion des codes pénaux civil et militaire s’amorcent au début  
des années 1970, empreints du contexte de la Guerre froide et  
de l’héritage de la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Les collectifs  
zurichois jouent alors un rôle décisif dans cette « libération  
sexuelle », en faisant des homosexuel·les un groupe de pression  
légitime auprès des autorités fédérales. Ils et elles développent 
un vocabulaire de droit à la citoyenneté, qui aboutit cepen- 
dant à une reconnaissance différenciée. Cette dernière devient 
alors l’objet de luttes par les LGBTQ+, qui exigent une égalité 
paritaire.

 Cet ouvrage lève le voile sur des facettes mécon-
nues de l’histoire des homosexualités en Suisse. À partir d’une 
analyse fine de la révision du droit pénal en matière sexuelle, 
des discours de groupes d’acteurs-clé (juristes, policiers/ères, 
psychiatres, théologiennes, homosexuelles), ainsi que des in-
fluences des débats aux États-Unis, en Allemagne et en France, 
l’auteur livre une histoire politique globale des luttes homose-
xuelles pour une reconnaissance citoyenne. 

 Thierry Delessert est docteur en sciences poli- 
tiques et historien à l‘Université de Lausanne. Ses travaux por-
tent sur l‘histoire des homosexualités en Suisse et interrogent 
les rapports de pouvoir genrés. Le présent opus est un résultat 
de sa recherche postdoctorale financée par le Fonds national 
suisse pour la recherche scientifique.
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Le COVID-19 investit l’humanité, sans distinction d’origine ou de condi-
tion économique. Il y a un siècle, la grippe espagnole (1918–1920) a tué 
au moins 50 millions de personnes à travers le monde. À cette époque, la 
science de l’hygiène, l’État social et la santé publique venaient de naître  
et les gens avaient peu accès aux informations ou les ignoraient complète-
ment. Aujourd’hui au contraire, nous sommes constamment connectés  
au monde, conscients des notions élémentaires d’hygiène, et restons proté -
gés chez nous. Pourtant, nos peurs sont comparables à celles du passé.  
Ces craintes sont-elles liées à des évènements réels ou plutôt à une percep-
tion la réalité  ?

Les sciences humaines et sociales analysent de manière sereine les défis que 
pose le COVID-19, en les insérant dans les dynamiques de nos sociétés,  
sans recourir aux fantasmes ou aux conclusions technocratiques. Avec le 
recul qui les caractérise, ces sciences sont particulièrement adaptées pour 
comprendre les effets sociaux d’une maladie qui, pour certains, a les traits  
du diable, et pour d’autres ceux de l’influence. Ce livre entend décrypter 
comment les individus, les organisations et les communautés font face, 
souffrent ou réagissent au COVID-19.
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Quels rapports les pays européens entretiennent-ils avec leur passé 
colonial ? La manière dont ils traitent, relisent, reconstruisent,  
oublient ou dissimulent ce volet de leur histoire est déterminante 
pour comprendre la géopolitique mondiale d’aujourd’hui, et question-
ner nos sociétés actuelles.  
La Confédération, sous sa cape de neutralité, a longtemps nié son 
implication dans des processus coloniaux. Pourtant, des Suisses ont 
participé du peuplement de « l’Algérie française », où ils ont exercé 
des formes de domination, notamment via des investissements pri -
vés. À la proclamation de l’indépendance algérienne, la Confédération 
s’est trouvée face à la délicate organisation du « retour » des colons 
helvètes. Suite aux nationalisations et aux expropriations outre-mer, 
des biens ont dû être protégés, des pensions versées.
Ce livre offre de précieux outils pour appréhender l’histoire colonia le 
dans un monde décolonisé. Étayée par des sources d’archives suisses, 
françaises, italiennes et anglaises – pour la plupart inédi tes –, cette 
étude reconstitue les jeux d’échelles et met en évidence le rôle dé  ter -
minant de l’Association des Suisses spoliés d’Algérie ou d’ou tre- mer. 
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