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Editorial

Dear Members of the Swiss Sociological Association,

Bulletin 162 is reporting on the activities conducted 
within the Swiss Sociological Association (SSA) in 2022. 
After the limitations imposed by the measures associ-
ated with the COVID-19 pandemic in the previous two 
years, activities could resume as shown by the research 
committees reports. As a result of planification difficul-
ties, the next Congress of our society will however take 
place in 2024 only.
In 2022, the SSA board engaged in sustained discus-
sions about the Swiss Journal of Sociology (SJS). Next to 

the establishment of a new editorial board, a number of 
goals are being pursued, including a reduction of costs, 
improved efficiency in the production of the journal, 
increased international visibility and compliance with 
Open Access standards. This led to an animated discus-
sion during SSA General Assembly providing directions 
for the future of SJS.

Claudine Burton-Jeangros, SSA president, Geneva, 
April 2023
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Annual Report of the President for 2022

1. Scientific activities: The Swiss Sociological Association 
(SSA) supported different scientific activities in 2022. 
The Sociology of Education Research Network orga-
nized a conference entitled “Educational institutions in 
Switzerland and their paradoxical contribution to social 
cohesion and disintegration” on June 23 and 24, 2022, 
at the University of Basel. The 9th Swiss methods festival 
took place on September 7 and 8, 2022, at the seminar 
for sociology at the University of St.Gallen, organized 
in collaboration with the social work domain of the 
Eastern Switzerland University of Applied Sciences. 
The festival was supported by the Swiss Sociological 
Association and the Swiss Anthropological Association. 
In 2022, SSA contributed to the publication of the comic 
book « Au secours, mon papa est sociologue », Daniel 
Burnier, Thomas Jammet and LDUD, published by Alphil 
editions. This format offers a welcome opportunity to 
promote sociology in society and towards young publics 
in particular.
Three issues of the Swiss Journal of Sociology were 
published, for a total of 25 articles (https://www.
seismoverlag.ch/de/zeitschriften/schweizerische-
zeitschrift-fur-soziologie/), including two special issues: 
Volume 48/issue 1 “Experiments in the Sociology of 
Education – Promises and Experiences” and Volume 
48/issue 3 “Ethnicity and Public Service. How the State 
Deals with Ethnic Differences”.
Two bulletins were published (in open access, see 
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/fr/la-societe/bulletin/). The first 
bulletin included the proceedings and reports of the 
society and the research committees (RCs) for 2021. 
The second bulletin, edited by Claudine Burton-Jeangros 
(University of Geneva) and Regula Leemann (University 
of Applied Sciences North-Western Switzerland), was 
devoted to “Choosing Sociology. Students' motivations 
and projections”. It includes seven texts from students 
across universities in Switzerland, offering relevant 

insights on their multiple entries into sociology and on 
their expectations with regard to their role as sociolo-
gists in society.

2. Cooperation and international relations: As in past 
years, SSA has been an active member of the European 
Sociological Association (ESA, https://www.europe-
ansociology.org/) and the International Sociological 
Association (ISA, https://www.isa-sociology.org/en), 
including some online meetings bringing together 
national representatives. In addition, members of the 
SSA are part of sections of ESA and ISA. 
3. Public relations: SSA homepage (https://www.
sgs-sss.ch/de/) provides important information about 
disciplinary news, job offers, conferences as well as 
activities of the research committees. A newsletter was 
sent three times in 2022, it is available for download 
on the homepage at: https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/the-
association/newsletter/.
4. Administration: The SSA board includes nine mem-
bers, and the office is built by the president Claudine 
Burton-Jeangros (University of Geneva), the vice-
president Jörg Rössel (University of Zurich) and the 
treasurer Regula Leemann (University of Applied Science 
Basel-Muttenz). In 2022, the board members included 
Patrik Aspers (University of St.Gallen), Philip Balsiger 
(University of Neuchâtel), Milena Chimienti (University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts Western Switzerland) 
Achim Edelmann (University of Bern), Marlyne Sahakian 
(University of Geneva), Leen Vandecasteele (University 
of Lausanne). The board met five times over the year, 
mostly remotely and once in Bern. 
The president and vice-president participated to the 
SAGW general Assembly in Chur in June 2022, and 
they represented SSA at the SAGW 75th  anniversary 
event which took place on September 17, 2022, in Bern.
The SSA general assembly took place at the University 
of Bern on December 9, 2022. A long discussion was 

https://www.seismoverlag.ch/de/zeitschriften/schweizerische-zeitschrift-fur-soziologie/
https://www.seismoverlag.ch/de/zeitschriften/schweizerische-zeitschrift-fur-soziologie/
https://www.seismoverlag.ch/de/zeitschriften/schweizerische-zeitschrift-fur-soziologie/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/fr/la-societe/bulletin/
https://www.europeansociology.org/
https://www.europeansociology.org/
https://www.isa-sociology.org/en
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/the-association/newsletter/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/the-association/newsletter/


5	Bulletin 162, SGS/SSS

dedicated to the Swiss Journal of Sociology, about a 
needed reform to improve efficiency in the production of 
the journal and to reduce costs. Besides the proposition 
to move the journal to a Swiss online publishing plat-
form (SOAP2) in 2023, the assembly voted in favor of 
keeping editing and publishing the journal with Seismo. 
A new structure of reduced membership fees was also 
adopted as well as a best publication award scheme 

to be implemented at the next SSA congress in 2024. 
Board members were re-elected with a replacement of 
Leen Vandecasteele by Stephanie Steinmetz (University 
of Lausanne).

Claudine Burton-Jeangros (University of Geneva), 
President

Annual Report of the President for 2022
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Berne, December 9, 2022, 3.00–5.30 pm, Room 120 
Main Building, University of Berne

Present:
Patrick Aspers (board member), Philip Balsiger (board 
member), Claudine Burton-Jeangros (SSA board 
member, president), Milena Chimienti (board member), 
Regula Leemann (board member, treasurer), Jörg Rössel 
(SSA board member, vice-president), Marlyne Sahakian 
(board member), Achim Edelmann (board member), 
Leonie Bisang, Mathilde Bourrier, Benita Combet, 
Gianni D’Amato, Sandra da Rin, Rainer Diaz-Bone, 
Franziska Dörig, Thomas Eberle, Florian Elliker, Josef 
Estermann, Peter Farago, Robert Fluder, David Glauser, 
Sandra Hafner, Kenneth Horvath, Cornelia Hummel, 
Lucia Lanfranconi, René Levy, Christoph Maeder, Olivier 
Moeschler, Eva Nadai, Riccardo Pardini, Esteban Piñeiro, 
Peter Rusterholz, Guy Schwegler, Mario Steinberg, Jörg 
Stolz, Peter Streckeisen, Ursula Streckeisen, Christian 
Suter, Sebastian Vincent, Bettina Weller.
Excused: 
Monica Aceti, Herbert Amman, Felix Bühlmann, Sandro 
Cattacin, Stéphane Cullati, Roxane Gerber, Carlo Knoep-
fel, Ueli Mäder, Didier Ruedin, Muriel Surdez, Jean-Pierre 
Tabin, Peter Voll, Martin von Arx, Leen Vandecasteele.

Agenda
1.	 Approval of the Agenda
2.	 Approval of the protocol of the 2021  

General Assembly
3.	 Report of the President
4.	 Accounting 2021 and Budget 2023
5.	 Discharge of the SSA board
6.	 SJS Reform (Proposition attached)
7.	 New Membership Fee Structure  

(Proposition attached)

8.	 New Best Publication Award  
(Proposition attached)

9.	 Congress 2024
10.	 Attribution of an Honorary Membership:  

Proposition of the Board
11.	 Elections of the Board Members
12.	 Varia 

Followed by an apero
 
Two scrutators were chosen: Bettina Weller and Josef 
Estermann. The Minutes are taken by Jörg Rössel. 

1.	 Acceptance of agenda
The agenda has been approved unanimously.

2.	 Approval of the protocol of the 2021 
General Assembly

There is one request to change the protocol of the 2021 
general assembly by Thomas Eberle. The formulation to 
be corrected is on p. 12, line 10: “The journals aims 
and scope is the state of Swiss Sociology and the topic 
of Swiss society, and therefore does not need an inclu-
sion in the Web of Science.” This formulation should be 
changed into: “The journal’s declared primary aims and 
scope are the state of Swiss sociology and the topic of 
Swiss society; international visibility and inclusion in 
the Web of Science are secondary goals.”
After taking the request into account, the protocol 
of the general assembly of 2021 has been approved 
unanimously.

3.	 Report of the president
The president Claudine Burton-Jeangros took over the 
presidency with several challenges ahead. She consid-
ered it a pleasure to work constructively with the board 
of the SSA, she appreciated the support of the former 
president Rainer Diaz-Bone, and of the secretary of the 

Protocol of the 2022 General Assembly
of the Swiss Sociological Association
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SSA, Stefanie Keller. The board met five times during 
2022. The president (Claudine Burton-Jeangros) and 
the vice-president (Jörg Rössel) participated twice in 
SAGW/ASSH meetings: the general assembly of the 
SAGW/ASSH took place in Chur in June 2022 and the 
75th anniversary festival of the SAGW/ASSH in Bern in 
September. 
There were several noteworthy events during 2022: a 
conference organized by the research committees of 
sociology of education, the Methodenfestival and the 
publication of a comic on sociology. Further details on 
the 2022 activities will be available in Bulletin 162, 
published in spring 2023.
Regarding publications: three issues of the Swiss Jour-
nal of Sociology, two issues of the Bulletin and three 
newsletters were published in 2022. 

4.	 Accounting 2021 and Budget 2023
The treasurer Regula Leemann presented the 2021 ac-
counting, an update of the 2022 budget and the 2023 
budget (tables were sent with the invitation to the GA). 
2021 accounting 
In 2021, there were two major changes in expenses 
compared to 2020: the journal costs were lower 
because much fewer tables and figures were pub-
lished, which are costly to produce. Together with the 
overhead of 40 percent by Seismo, this pushes up the 
costs substantially. Expenses for research committees 
were higher since they started to organize activities 
again after the restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 
pandemic. There was an increase in revenues in 2021 
compared to 2020: on the one hand there was in in-
crease in membership fees (due to delayed payments by 
members), on the other hand the SSA received higher 
donations from universities. Overall, the SSA accounts 
show a profit for the year 2021.

Discussion of the 2021 accounting
Question from Cornelia Hummel: The SSA’s share of 
Seismo was originally 60 000 Swiss francs. Why does 
it appear in the budget nowadays only as 1000 francs? 
Peter Rusterholz answers that this is a normal deprecia-
tion, that is usual in accounting. Cornelia Hummel: But 
what is the value of the shares for the SSA? It should 
have increased and this should show up in the account. 
Peter Rusterholz: The value of the shares indeed should 
have increased, but this does not have to show up in 
the account because in accounting the original share 
value is depreciated. The open market value does not 
show up in the account. Thomas Eberle supports this 
argument and adds that the current value of the shares 
is difficult to determine because they are not traded at 
the stock exchange. Furthermore, the low value of the 
shares in the account is an insurance in the case Seismo 
should go bankrupt, because this reduces the potential 
liabilities for the SSA.
Rainer Diaz-Bone emphasizes that this was the best 
presentation of the SSA accounting he has ever seen 
since being a member of the association. 
The 2021 accounting was unanimously approved. 

Updated 2022 budget
The accounting of the journal costs has been changed 
according to transparent standards of accounting. The 
revenues of subscriptions are not anymore deducted 
from the journal costs but are now accounted transpar-
ently as revenues. In previous years, budgets included 
a reserve of 7000.– CHF. This amount was retained by 
the accountant Peter Rusterholz, in case the secretariat 
would be affiliated with Seismo. At that time, it was 
also not clear if certain bills were not yet paid. This 
reserve is now abolished, with the amount added to 
the revenues. In 2022, the journal costs have risen 
compared to 2021. Therefore, in 2022 the SSA expects a 

Protocol of the 2022 General Assembly
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Protocol of the 2022 General Assembly

loss of about 6000.– CHF despite the above-mentioned 
revenue of 7000.– CHF. 
2023 Budget
Besides the donations by universities, the SSA got a 
donation of 5000.– CHF from the organizers of the last 
congress in Geneva for the creation of a publication 
award. For budgeting this means that on the one hand 
we have a revenue that was not planned, and on the 
other hand we must make a reserve of this amount. For 
the year 2023 the board has decided to set a ceiling 
of 60 000.– CHF on the costs of the journal and thus 
expects a profit of about 3000.– CHF.

Discussion of the 2022 and 2023 budgets
Peter Rusterholz mentions that it was mentioned several 
times that the SSA had a structural deficit. However, in 
the four years discussed, the SSA accounting on aver-
age did not show a substantial loss. Regula Leemann 
explains that the overall balance of the budget is driven 
by the production costs of the journal. In case the costs 
in 2023 are again at 75 000.– CHF (like previous years) 
instead of 60 000.– CHF we will have a loss of around 
13 000.– CHF. Jörg Rössel reminds that the general 
assembly has twice reprimanded the board of the SSA 
to take care of the structural deficit. It is not admissible 
to focus on a year where the finances developed rather 
positively. In the longer term there is clearly a structural 
deficit and the SSA has seen a decrease in the size of 
its bank account. Rainer Diaz-Bone emphasizes that the 
SSA has a decreasing capital stock and was reminded by 
the SAGW/ASSH to cut the costs of the journal, which 
are comparatively high. An alternative to cutting the 
journal costs suggested by the SAGW/ASSH was to 
raise membership fees.
The 2023 budget was unanimously approved.

5.	 Discharge of the SSA board
The revisors, Christoph Maeder and Ben Jann, report on 
their revision of the budget. Christoph Maeder explains 
that the revisors are not trained accountants, but lay 
persons. They can only check if the money that should 
be available in the bank account of the SSA is indeed 
available in the bank account. And they spot-check if 
spendings have been properly done. Both checks have 
shown no irregularities. 
The board has been discharged with a unanimous vote. 

6.	 SJS Reform (Proposition attached)
The president Claudine Burton-Jeangros explained the 
challenges of the journal reform. The aim is to build 
in a fruitful collaboration between the editors, the 
journal manager and the publishing house to develop 
a strong journal representing sociology in Switzerland. 
Based on the criteria recorded in the protocol of the 
2021 general assembly, a working group was formed. 
This working group included members of the board 
(Claudine Burton-Jeangros, Achim Edelmann, Patrik 
Aspers), a former editor (Christian Suter) and one of 
the new editors (Kenneth Horvath). The working group 
had several meetings over 2022, including with several 
external experts: editors of the journals SCOM, SPSR, 
representatives of the platform SOAP2, Franziska Dörig 
and the president of the Seismo board Sandro Cattacin, 
representatives of the Schwabe publishing house and 
the board of editors of the Swiss Journal of Sociology. 
The working group came up with three propositions. 
First: use SOAP2 as a Swiss online publishing platform. 
Second: decide on the publishing house (either Seismo 
or Schwabe). Third: The institutionalization of a moni-
toring body, that oversees the reform the journal and 
evaluates its progress. The second proposition is put to 
the vote of the General Assembly.
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Protocol of the 2022 General Assembly

Two members of the working group were then asked 
to provide their input, Patrick Aspers and Kenneth 
Horvath. Patrick Aspers emphasized that the working 
group worked excellently according to Habermasian 
communicative principles, it worked intensely, people 
listened to one another and so the group was ex-
tremely productive. However, according to the basics 
of Luhmannian organizational theory, we have to make 
the alternatives very clear and be responsible and ac-
countable for the decisions we take. According to Meyer 
and Rowan organizations have to adapt to changing 
contexts, currently the market context is characterized 
by uncertainty because of the huge changes in the pub-
lishing market, especially with regard to digitalization 
and open access. Taking a narrow look, Schwabe might 
be a better alternative based on the current experiences. 
However, we, as general assembly and as sociological 
association are also responsible for the position of 
Seismo. Therefore, we should stick with Seismo and 
make it an even better publisher. 
Kenneth Horvath joined in on Patrik Asper’s arguments: 
The working group was very intense and had very 
constructive discussions. Basically, Patrick presented all 
relevant arguments. But Kenneth Horvath emphasized 
the perspective of the editorial board. Communication 
with Schwabe has been extremely professional and 
transparent, it is a state-of-the-art publishing house, 
questions were answered quickly and precisely. Com-
munication with Seismo has been less quick and less 
precise, the division of labor is often unclear. Therefore, 
the journal reform would be easier with Schwabe. He 
states that as a general assembly we have to decide if 
we want to develop the journal or to develop Seismo. 

Discussion
Cornelia Hummel asks if our situation has been com-
pared to the situation of the journal Tsantsa, that is 

also published by Seismo. Answer by Claudine Burton-
Jeangros: There was no meeting with representatives 
of Tsantsa. Jörg Stolz asks how big the cost differences 
between the current offers by Schwabe and Seismo are. 
Patrick Aspers and Kenneth Horvath answer that the 
working group now has a very good overview of cost 
structures and that current offers do not differ so much 
in prices. Jörg Stolz also asks how big the cost differ-
ence to other social science journals supported by the 
SAGW/AHHS are. Claudine Burton-Jeangros and Regula 
Leemann estimate that the costs of other journals in the 
section is about one third lower than those of the Swiss 
Journal of Sociology. One SSA member argues that we 
should stick to Seismo, because we are also interested 
in publishing books. This argument is supported by 
Claudine Burton-Jeangros, she emphasizes, however, 
that we have to deal with the publication of the journal 
today. Peter Rusterholz wants to know how publishing 
with Schwabe would be good for the visibility of the 
journal. Kenneth Horvath answers that with Schwabe 
everything necessary for things like digitalization and 
internationalization is already in place. This is not so 
clear with Seismo, where the division of labor is not 
clearly defined and the editors will have to take more 
responsibilities for these processes. 
Rainer Diaz-Bone raises two issues: SSA is the founder 
and main owner of Seismo, therefore SSA also has to 
take responsibility for the publishing house. However, 
he emphasizes that we are not discussing the SSAs 
relation to Seismo today, but the publishing house 
of the society’s journal, which should be split from 
Seismo. Seismo is not the best choice, because tables 
and figures could be published in a less expensive 
way, furthermore, Seismo is not up to date with online 
publishing. Therefore, we should vote for Schwabe, 
because the new editors will have better opportuni-
ties to reform the journal if they work with this new 
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Protocol of the General Assembly 2022

publishing house. Peter Farago asks if there are really 
no routines for doing editorial work at Seismo. One 
solution could be to solve the problems with Seismo 
and establish better routines. Especially, because it is not 
clear, that Schwabe will be as good as promised, there 
could be surprises. Kenneth Horvath answers to Peter 
Farago: Schwabe has the advantage that most routines 
for digital publishing are already in place and there is 
transparent and quick communication if information 
is demanded. With Seismo these routines have to be 
developed and currently, everyday email exchange does 
not work so well with Seismo. Answers take longer and 
are often not sufficiently clear. Question by another SSA 
member: Why should we choose Schwabe, it does not 
have a sociological profile. Achim Edelmann answers 
that Schwabe is able to publish in all Swiss languages 
and English, it is internationally oriented, but located 
in Switzerland. Actually, there are not many publish-
ing houses which fulfill these criteria. Patrick Aspers 
adds that the profile of the publishing house is not so 
important for journals, mainly for books. 
René Levy asks about the experience of former editors 
with Seismo. Christian Suter explains that the current 
situation is difficult to compare to previous situations. 
We have a new situation, with new editors, a new board 
and new challenges on the publishing market. The 
new publication model with platform solutions is very 
important and different from the past. He was always 
happy with Seismo, but the budget for the journal was 
higher in the past, so there was more leeway in the 
division of labor. To reduce the journal costs, a new 
division of labor between editors and the publishing 
house has to be established. René Levy viewpoint is 
that we should do both things, develop the journal 
and develop Seismo, because Seismo is a valuable as-
set of the SSA. Sandra Da Rin has the impression that, 
comparable to the last general assembly, the decision 

will not be made on the basis of the better argument 
but will be an expression and result of power relations 
within the SSA (social capital). Bettina Weller argues 
that the general assembly should support the young 
generation of editors and their engagement for the SSA 
and the journal, and thus we should look towards the 
future and thus go with Schwabe. Thomas Eberle has a 
longer contribution to the discussion: the working group 
has done a lot of work and this work has not been in 
vain. Our discussion as SSA general assembly should not 
only look at the journal but put this question into the 
context of the broader SSA strategy. The SSA is a major 
shareholder of Seismo and the shares are likely to cur-
rently have a value of several hundred thousand Swiss 
francs. If we leave Seismo with the journal, this would 
damage the publishing house financially and symboli-
cally and this would decrease the value of Seismo. If 
we really want to leave Seismo with the journal, we 
should first sell the publishing house. In addition, we 
would also damage the brand of our journal, not the 
least because a journal needs continuity. And leaving 
Seismo could be a decision that leads to a cascade of 
consequences, not expected. With Schwabe it is not so 
clear, what we will get. We have to rely on promises 
and there is an uncertainty if Schwabe will hold up to 
these promises. Thomas Eberle quotes Jean-Pierre Tabin 
who had a catastrophic experience in publishing a book 
with Schwabe. On the other hand, Seismo clearly shows 
progress with regard to digital publishing. Therefore, 
we should return to a collaborative relationship and 
work with Seismo. Josef Estermann reminds that in 
the end the SSA is represented in the governing board 
of Seismo and thus should influence the strategy of 
the publishing house here. Claudine Burton-Jeangros 
answers that Patrick Aspers is indeed member of the 
governing board and is trying to contribute to the dis-
cussion about Seismo’s future. Jörg Stolz asks if it is not 
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a better strategy to influence Seismo via the governing 
board. Patrick Aspers agrees and mentions that we will 
have to reform Seismo anyway. In the past years, SSA 
had a very indirect way of steering “its” company, but 
it should steer it more directly in the future and tackle 
ongoing problems in this way. Oliver Moeschler adds 
that leaving Seismo will mean a difficult situation for 
the SSA. Actually, we should remind ourselves that the 
situation is not about the publishing house, but mainly 
about establishing digital publishing for the journal. 
Peter Rusterholz brings in Seismo’s position: Seismo is 
actually reforming, it is increasingly collaborating with 
other publishing houses, e. g. Nomos. A new online 
platform has been established, it is working and it will 
increase the visibility of the journals. Ursula Streckeisen 
mentions that this could also be a generational prob-
lem. She clearly thinks that it would be wrong to leave 
Seismo. Another SSA member adds that Seismo is an 
asset for the SSA. Therefore, we should use the reform of 
the journal to reform Seismo. Kenneth Horvath answers 
that this means that the editorial board who works 
unpaid and voluntary has additional responsibilities 
and tasks beyond the ordinary responsibility of edi-
tors. Furthermore, there will be uncertainties what the 
future will bring both with Schwabe and with Seismo. 
Claudine Burton-Jeangros brings the discussion to a 
close and distributes voting papers to decide through 
a secret vote whether the journal will be published in 
the future with Seismo or with Schwabe.
Thirty-nine votes have been cast: 21 votes for Seismo, 
17 votes for Schwabe, 1 vote is invalid. 
The general assembly has therefore decided to continue 
publishing the journal with Seismo.

7.	 New Membership Fee Structure 
(Proposition attached)

Marlyne Sahakian explained the proposed new mem-
bership fee structure. The basic idea is to streamline 
the membership categories, make membership less 
expensive and more attractive. With a new membership 
recruitment strategy based on congresses and social 
media an increase in membership should also increase 
SSA revenues. Achim Edelmann explains that the current 
membership fee is too expensive for students. The new 
fee structure makes is easier to identify different income 
brackets. Overall, the revenues based on membership 
fees should rise. 
Discussion: Rainer Diaz-Bone argues that the SSA 
should in general try to attract more students and have 
more events and activities for students. In Germany, 
there is a regular congress of sociology students and 
journals also cater to students. These are good incen-
tives for students to become members of sociological 
associations. Regula Leemann emphasizes that it is 
important to attract with appropriate activities also 
members in institutions and positions that do not carry 
out research but use sociological knowledge (e. g. in 
teaching, writing reports).
The proposed new membership fee structure was sup-
ported with a unanimous vote. 

8.	 New Best Publication Award 
(Proposition attached)

Philipp Balsiger explained the new “best article award” 
proposed by the board of the SSA.
Discussion: Josef Estermann asks if a person applying 
for this award really has to be a member of the asso-
ciation. Philip Balsiger answers that the award should 
make membership in the association more attractive. 
Since the award will be paid by profits generated by 
the upcoming congresses, Eva Nadai mentions that she 

Protocol of the General Assembly 2022
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is not sure that the next congress will produce a large 
enough profit. However, Marlyne Sahakian informs that 
the next ten years of awards are already guaranteed. 
The proposition was unanimously, with one abstention, 
supported.

9.	 SSA Congress 2024 
The president Claudine Burton-Jeangros informed 
that the next congress will take place in 2024 at the 
University of social work at the University of applied 
sciences and arts northwestern Switzerland (FHNW). 
Eva Nadai from the local organizing committee at the 
FHNW presented an overview of the current state of the 
planning of the congress, which has the title “Vulner-
able Societies. Risk and Responses”. The congress will 
focus on empirical and theoretical research on vulner-
able societies on different levels, not only the level of 
human actors, but also of vulnerable systems. Since the 
term vulnerability also includes a moral dimension, this 
calls for reflection and actions, therefore, the congress 
will also deal with the responses to vulnerabilities. The 
congress will take place from September 9 to 11, 2024, 
at the Campus in Muttenz (near Basel), which offers 
good facilities. A preliminary homepage already exists. 
The organizing committee has started the process of 
fundraising to get financial support for the congress be-
yond the usual supporters like SNSF, SAGW/AHHS. Due 
to administrative rules, it is difficult for the organizers 
to have the congress homepage in French also. René 
Levy deplores this. Marlyne Sahakian explains that at 
the last congress in Geneva the homepage was also 
only in English, however the calls for organizers and 
abstracts were in French, German and English. This will 
also be done at the FHNW. 

10.	Honorary membership
The board proposed Christoph Maeder as an honorary 
member of the SSA (laudatio by Claudine Burton-Jean-
gros). The general assembly supported this proposition 
unanimously, with one person abstaining. 

11.	Board elections
Three board members were proposed for a reelection 
for a two-year term: Patrik Aspers, Achim Edelmann, 
Regula Leemann. Stephanie Steinmetz was proposed 
as a new member for a two-year term, as a replacement 
of Leen Vandecasteele who stepped down. 
All board members were unanimously (re)elected – with 
three abstentions of the three people to be reelected. 

12.	Election of the revisors
Christoph Maeder and Ben Jann have been reelected 
for the 2023 revision by a unanimous vote.

13.	Varia
No Varia.

 
Appendices 
 
Swiss Journal of Sociology reform:
Proposition to the 2022 General Assembly of the 
Swiss Sociological Association
December 9th 2022, University of Bern

In the protocol of the SSA 2021 General Assembly, a 
mandate has been given to reach the following aims: 

	› Cutting of costs due to a budget deficit over se
veral years. 

	› Increase international visibility (indexing) by inclu-
sion in Web of Science Impact factor.

Protocol of the General Assembly 2022
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	› Increase efficiency (e. g. submission platform as 
support for editors and secretary).

	› Comply with OA standards of SNSF and SHAS.
	› Becoming an even more important platform for the 
discussion of Swiss sociology.

The mandate to meet these goals was defined as 
	› Give a mandate to an enlarged working group 
(beyond the SSA board).

	› Negotiate with different publishing houses (Seismo 
included) and compile propositions for the produc-
tion of the SJS.

On the basis of these premises, the SSA board works out 
recommendation(s) to the next SSA general assembly.

At the beginning of 2022, an enlarged working group 
including Patrick Aspers (board of SSA; board of 
Seismo), Claudine Burton-Jeangros (president of SSA), 
Achim Edelmann (board of SSA), Kenneth Hovarth (SJS 
editor), and Christian Suter (previous SJS editor) was 
constituted. The group met with:

	› The editor and former journal manager of Studies 
in Communication Sciences, published by Seismo 
and using an online open source platform; 

	› The editor and journal manager of the Swiss Politi-
cal Science Review, published by an international 
editor; 

	› Thomas Henkel, managing editor of a new inter
university online publishing platform, Shared Open 
Access Publishing Platform (SOAP2); 

	› Franziska Dörig, executive committee of Seismo;
	› The board of SJS editors; 

Quotes for publishing the SJS along a number of detai
led criteria were obtained from Seismo and Schwabe.
 
After reviewing the information gathered over this 
process, the working group proposed to the SSA board 

the following plan, with two scenarios regarding the 
publishing house:
1.	 Move the management of the journal to an online 

platform to improve the submission, reviewing and 
online publication of SJS. SOAP2 is considered as an 
appropriate solution, offering required services and 
being accessible at a reasonable rate (estimated 
at about 1000.– CHF/year). Marion Beetschen at 
UNIL, the current journal manager, will continue 
her role in the process, with adjustments made to 
the new online environment. This online platform 
will ensure a professionalisation of the manuscript 
submission and peer reviewing process, improve 
the continuity between the different stages of pub-
lication, and support on-line publication, including 
online first publication. 

2.	 A: Keep publishing SJS with Seismo, at reduced 
costs, better aligned with current market quotes in 
Switzerland. This ensures continuity to and support 
of Seismo, the long-standing SSA publishing house.  

	 B: Move SJS publishing to Schwabe, a Swiss 
publishing house offering to produce the journal 
at more competitive costs and with up-to-date 
processes in academic publishing.

3.	 Establish a monitoring body to evaluate whether 
this reform is in line with the previously identified 
goals, while moving towards a journal that meets 
current standards in academic journals. This moni-
toring will be based on the following criteria:
	› Perspectives for developing the journal in line 
with the strategic objectives of increasing inter-
national visibility, strengthening the journal’s OA 
profile, and becoming an even more important 
platform for Swiss sociology;

	› Costs of the journal;
	› Workflows and efficiency;
	› Communication and transparency;

Appendices General Assembly 2022



14 Bulletin 162, SGS/SSS

	› Quality and productivity of the working relation-
ship between editorial board, journal manager, 
and the publisher.

This monitoring body will include one member of the 
SJS editorial board and two members of the SSA board. 
It will provide results on a yearly basis, to be reported 
at the General Assembly. If needed, these results will 
be associated with further propositions to reach the 
goals of the SJS reform. 
This plan will be presented at the SSA 2022 General 
Assembly. Members will be asked to vote about op-
tions 2A and 2B.

Best Article by a Junior Scholar – Award  
of the Swiss Sociological Association  
(SSA Prize)
The goal of this award is to give visibility to SSA and 
to attract new junior members. A 1000.– CHF award 
will be attributed at each SSA congress. Applicants 
must be junior scholars (up to 6 years after PhD / MA). 
Any scholar with SSA membership and having done 
a PhD in Switzerland or working in a Swiss research 
institution (Universities, Universities of applied sciences 
and teacher education (UAS/UTE), research institutions 
domiciled in Switzerland) can apply. 
A call will announce the award before the SSA congress 
in fall. Applications will be evaluated by three scholars, 
appointed by the SSA board. Retired professors are 
welcomed to participate in this committee. A prize 
ceremony will be held during the SSA congress.
The award will be financed by congress profits and 
donations. 
This proposition was prepared by Philip Balsiger, Milena 
Chimienti and Marlyne Sahakian.

New membership fees structure
This new fee structure has been prepared by Achim 
Edelmann and Marlyne Sahakian. They looked into the 
changing SSA membership fees over the years and com-
pared current SSA fees to that of other associations in 
Switzerland. An update of the current categories of SSA 
membership has been considered and opportunities for 
increasing institutional donations have been discussed. 
It has been observed that the rates were increased in 
2011 and have not been increased since, however SSA 
is quite expensive compared to other associations. SSA 
membership categories are complex (> 100 k income 
category, couples category [tied to journal hardcopy]). 
It is known that members in permanent positions are 
not necessarily paying the higher fee; since status is 
self-declared. High fees were also tied to the print 
version of the journal. The fee for institutions/libraries 
(300.– CHF) to access hardcopies of the journal should 
not be changed. Department/institution heads are con-
tacted to support the tasks of SSA. Some Universities 
and Universities of applied sciences recently joined in 
this effort. To respond to these different observations, 
new fees are lower and the number of membership 
categories has been reduced.

Appendices General Assembly 2022

New fees, as of January 1, 2023

Categories Fees

Students 50 CHF

Regular member 150 CHF

Tenure/permanent/fixed contract 200 CHF

Journal (print issues) 50 CHF

Collective membership 300 CHF
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Gender Studies / Etudes genre /  
Gender Studies 
Coordinators of the committee
Until 2022 
Prof. Dr. Brigitte Liebig, FHNW / Universität Basel 
Starting 2023 
Prof. Dr. Lucia M. Lanfranconi, Hochschule Luzern – 
Soziale Arbeit
Dr. Isabelle Zinn, Université de Lausanne, Institut des 
sciences sociales

Activities in 2022
2022 was dedicated to the planning and organization 
of the D-A-CH Tagung 2023 which will be held in Lu-
cerne in September 2023. The committee met regularly 
throughout the year and was also happy to welcome 
new members.
The committee would like to warmly thank Brigitte Lie
big for her role as coordinator and speaker throughout 
the last years.

Activities planned for 2023
On September 7 to 8, the conference “New Work – New 
Problems? Gender Perspectives on the Transformation 
of Work” will take place.
The conference aims to discuss the transformation of 
work and its consequences for gender norms, the result-
ing division of labor and the (new) balance of paid and 
unpaid care work. Our program includes two keynotes 
by experts on the topic of new work & gender, Prof. Dr. 
Lena Hipp and Prof. Dr. Karin Schwiter, eight workshop 
sessions, a roundtable on policy solutions and a feminist 
city walk through Lucerne. 

Contact
The Gender Studies Committee is open to all interested 
sociologists within and outside academia. Regular 

meetings will also be held in 2023. New members are 
very welcome!
Lucia Lanfranconi: lucia.lanfranconi@hslu.ch 
Isabelle Zinn: Isabelle.zinn@unil.ch

Sportsoziologie / Sociologie des sports / 
Sociology of Sports 
Coordinators
Markus Lamprecht (L & S Sozialforschung und Beratung, 
Zurich) and Monica Aceti (Université de Fribourg)

Activities 2023
Within the 14th annual Meeting of the Swiss Society 
of Sport Science on 15th and 16th February 2023 in 
Bern, the Sociology of Sport Research Committee 
organized a symposium. Four contributions were 
discussed under the title “Inequality and diversity in 
sport – developments and perspectives” (https://doi.
org/10.36950/2023.2ciss045 ).
In the context of the 14th annual Meeting of the Swiss 
Society of Sport Science, a networking workshop and 
a round-table discussion also took place, in which 
representatives of the Sociology of Sport Research 
Committee participated. The topic was how the various 
research groups and universities can make better use 
of the existing synergies and how cooperation – also 
with regard to interdisciplinary research projects – can 
be promoted between the various specialist societies.

New publication
A new textbook on the sociology of sport was published 
at the end of 2022. In 14 chapters, illustrated with 
examples and current studies, the many facets and 
trends of modern sport and its interconnections with 
the economy, the media and politics are illuminated. 
The potentials of sport for health, education and social 

mailto:lucia.lanfranconi@hslu.ch
mailto:Isabelle.zinn@unil.ch
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cohesion are discussed as well as discrimination, vio-
lence and doping. Lamprecht, M. & Nagel, S. (2022): 
Sportsoziologie: Einführung. Baden-Baden: Nomos.

Christophe Jaccoud, Grégory Quin, La montagne : 
territoire du moderne ? Revue Les Sports Modernes – 
numéro 1 / 2023, edition Alphil https://www.lcdpu.fr/li
vre/?GCOI=27000100943250&fa=description. 
La revue Les Sports modernes entend explorer les 
questions et dynamiques de modernité et sport avec 
un numéro inaugural dédié à « la montagne : territoire 
du moderne », où l’ascension de l’Everest jouxte une 
contribution sur les noms des sommets, des découvertes 
en Engadine, ou encore un entretien avec le romancier 
et enseignant Jérôme Meizoz.

Contact
sports@sgs-sss.ch

Economic Sociology / Sociologie 
économique / Wirtschaftssoziologie
Coordinators
Philip Balsiger (Université de Neuchâtel)
Léna Pellandini-Simányi (Università de la Svizzera 
italiana)

We are happy to report that the Economic Sociology 
Research Committee has kept up the habit of organizing 
mid-term conferences/workshops in the years without a 
SSA congress. The interim conferences are co-organized 
with sociology research teams at various universities 
and focused on topics related to their research. The 
aim is to showcase the diversity of the Swiss economic 
sociology scena and to involve more and more col-
leagues in the Economic Sociology network. 

In 2022, Patrik Aspers and his team from the Institute 
of Sociology of the University of St.Gallen hosted the 
interim conference. The conference, dedicated to “The 
Economic Sociology of Marketplaces”, took place on 
September 15 to 16 in St.Gallen. It gathered around 
20  senior and junior scholars from universities in 
Switzerland, Denmark, the UK, Israel and Germany. It 
featured two keynote speakers: Richard Swedberg from 
Cornell University and Heinrich Nax from the University 
of Zurich. The conference was a further milestone in con-
stituting a dynamic community of economic sociologists 
in Switzerland. The coordinators of the research commit-
tee wish to express their gratitude to Patrik Aspers and 
his team for putting together this great event.
For 2023, another midterm conference is planned to 
take place on March 30 to 31 at the University of Lau-
sanne. Organized in collaboration with Felix Bühlmann 
(UNIL), this conference will be dedicated to the topic of 
“The Transformation of Banking from a Sociological Per-
spective”. A call was launched in the end of 2022 and 
around 15 papers were selected for presentation. The 
research committee also has plans for a special issue of 
the Swiss Journal of Sociology on the topic of banking 
and its transformation, with a focus on Switzerland.
Anyone interested in the activities of the economic 
sociology research committee is invited to get in contact 
with us. For this, feel free to send an email to one of the 
coordinators: philip.basiger@unine.ch or pellal@usi.ch.  

Sociology of Health and Medicine / 
Gesundheits- und Medizinsoziologie / 
Sociologie de la santé et de la médecine 
Coordinators
Andreas Bänziger (ZHAW & docyard GmbH, Zürich), 
Maria Caiata Zufferey (SUPSI), Valeska Cappel (Univer-
sity of Luzern), Stéphane Cullati (University of Fribourg), 

https://www.lcdpu.fr/livre/?GCOI=27000100943250&fa=description
https://www.lcdpu.fr/livre/?GCOI=27000100943250&fa=description
mailto:philip.basiger@unine.ch
mailto:pellal@usi.ch
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Jérôme Debons (UniSanté), Josef Estermann (University 
of Zurich), Michael Gemperle (ZHAW), Raphaël Hammer 
(HESAV, HES-SO), Damian Hedinger (Ostschweizer Fach-
hochschule), Ursula Meidert (ZHAW), Marilène Vuille 
(University of Lausanne)

Website
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/research-networks/health-
and-medicine-sociology/

Anyone interested in the activities of the research com-
mittee “sociology of health and medicine” is invited 
to join our mailing list. Feel free to send us an email 
(see below).

Activities in 2022
Our research committee (RC-SHM) was involved, via 
Ursula Meidert (ZHAW), as a partner of the 7th inter
national conference «Arbeit und Gesundheit» / “Work 
and health” (Olten, February 10 to 11, 2022), organized 
by Thomas Geisen from the Fachhochschule Nordwest-
schweiz (FHNW).
We regularly distributed information by email to our 
members (over a hundred members) on scientific 
meetings (conferences, congresses), call for papers or 
job opportunities in areas relevant to the sociology of 
health and medicine.

Activities planned for 2023
The RC-SHM is involved in the organization of the 
study day « Les enjeux de l’accès aux lieux de soins 
dans les enquêtes en sciences sociales » to be held at 
the University of Geneva (May 5, 2023). 
The RC-SHM intends to organize a call for session at 
the next ESHMS Conference that will take place in 
Antwerpen in 2024 (July, 3 to 5).

The RC-SHM intends to organize a call for papers at the 
next Swiss Sociological Association national congress 
to be held in 2024.
The RC-SHM, together with the Health and Medical 
Sociology Sections of the Austrian and the German 
Sociological Societies, is organizing the biennial 
three-country congress entitled “Care Crisis(es) in the 
Health System? – Forms, Causes, Effects” as part of the 
Sociology Congress of the Austrian Sociological Associa-
tion “Critical Times,” which will be held at the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business Administration 
from July 3 to 5, 2023.

Contact
Michael Gemperle (co-president)
Zurich University of Applied Sciences, ZHAW, Winterthur
health@sgs-sss.ch (or michael.gemperle@zhaw.ch) 
(German/ English/French)
Raphaël Hammer (co-president)
Haute Ecole de Santé Vaud (HESAV)
health@sgs-sss.ch (or raphael.hammer@hesav.ch) 
(French/English)

Sociology of Arts and Culture (RC-SAC) / 
Kunst- und Kultursoziologie (Foko-
KUKUSO) / Sociologie des arts et de la 
culture (CR-SAC)
Scientific committee and co-coordination
Olivier Moeschler (University of Lausanne) – President
Nuné Nikoghosyan (University of Geneva)
Loïc Riom (University of Lausanne)
Valérie Rolle (University of Nantes)
Guy Schwegler (University of Lucerne)

https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/research-networks/health-and-medicine-sociology/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/en/research-networks/health-and-medicine-sociology/
mailto:health@sgs-sss.ch
mailto:michael.gemperle@zhaw.ch
mailto:health@sgs-sss.ch
mailto:raphael.hammer@hesav.ch
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Activities 2022
Last year, the RC-SAC Research Committee Sociology 
of Arts and Culture – better known as Foko-KUKUSO 
according to its German acronym – held the following 
activities:

1. “Reinvent Yourself!” (University of Lucerne, No-
vember 4–5, 2022). In the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic, this international conference aimed at 
questioning, as its subtitle suggests, “alignment 
and resistance in the arts and culture amidst 
societal claims for change”. The two-day program 
included keynotes by:

	› Emilia Barna (Budapest University of Technology 
and Economics)

	› Marc Perrenoud (University of Lausanne, online)
	› Nina Tessa Zahner (Kunstakademie Düsseldorf – 
State Academy of the Arts)

	› Franz Schultheis (Zeppelin University Friedrichs
hafen, cancelled).

In addition, the conference included the following 
4 panels:

	› Panel 1 – “Covid-Crises-Reaction” with contribu-
tions by Sarah Montero (University Bordeaux Mon-
taigne) and Aurélie Chêne (University Lyon-Saint 
Etienne) and by Massimo zicari, Chiara Bernardi, 
Marta Pucciarelli, Veronica Provenzale and Cinzia 
Cruder of SUPSI (University of Applied Sciences 
and Arts of Southern Switzerland), moderated by 
Olivier Moeschler (UNIL)

	› Panel 2 – “The multiple reinventions of cultural 
policies of support for contemporary music” with 
papers presented by Loïc Riom (University of Lau-
sanne), by Michael Spanu (CISAN – Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, online) and by 
Robin Charbonnier (Centre de Recherche en Ges-

tion de l’Ecole Polytechnique, online), moderated 
by Mathias Rota (HE-ARC)

	› Panel 3 – “documenta: Reinvention by Default” 
with contributions by Paul Buckermann (Heidelberg 
University), by Sophia Prinz (Zurich University of 
the Arts ZHdK) and by Aleksandra Barjaktarevic’ 
(Heidelberg University), moderated by Guy Schweg
ler (UNILU)

	› Panel 4 – “Scientification of culture“ with papers 
presented by Guy Schwegler (University of Lucerne), 
by Jürg Huber (Lucerne University of Applied Sci-
ences and Arts) and by Rachel Mader (Lucerne 
University of Applied Sciences and Arts) and Pablo 
Müller (Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts), moderated by Loïc Riom (UNIL)

The conference was organised by Olivier Moeschler 
(UNIL), Nuné Nikoghsyan (UNIGE), Loïc Riom (UNIL) 
and Guy Schwegler (UNILU) and was supported by the 
SAGW-ASSH and the University of Lucerne.

2. « Musiques sauvages » (Museum of Ethnography 
Neuchâtel, June  9, 2022). The Foko-KUKUSO 
was associated to the international conference 
on ethnomusicology organised by Loïc Riom 
(UNIL) with Alice Aterianus-Owanga (University 
of Cape Town), Cécile Navarro (UNINE-HESSO), 
Miriam Odoni (UNINE-HESSO), Robin Casse (UNIL), 
Emmanuel Parent (Rennes 2/IASPM-bfe, Marc 
Perrenoud (UNIL) and Marion Schulze (UNIBAS).

Planned activities 2023
This year, the Foko-KUKUSO is co-organising a confer-
ence on digital cultural participation: « Participation 
culturelle numérique ? Promesses et innovations à 
l’aube du Web 3.0 » (University of Lausanne, June 2, 
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2023). This one-day conference will question the audi-
ence as well as the production side in the wake of the 
3.0 internet. It is organised by Loïc Riom with Olivier 
Glassey and Olivier Moeschler (UNIL) and supported by 
the SAGW-ASSH, the University of Lausanne, the Musée 
de la main UNIL-CHUV and STS-CH – Swiss Associa-
tion for the Studies of Science, Technology and Society.

Contact
Dr. Olivier Moeschler
Associated researcher
Laboratoire culture, capitalisme et sociétés (LACCUS)
and Théorie sociale, Enquête critique, Médiations, Ac-
tion (THEMA)
University of Lausanne
CH-1015 Lausanne
olivier.moeschler@unil.ch
+41 79 566 70 27

Twitter
@foko_kukuso (https://twitter.com/Foko_Kukuso)
(contact: Nuné Nikoghosyan, University of Geneva) 

Migration–Minorities / Migration-Minorités/ 
Migration-Minoritäten
Coordinators
Milena Chimienti (HESSO-HETS Genève) and Didier 
Ruedin (Université de Neuchâtel)

Website
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-
minderheiten/

Conferences in 2022
	› Conference on “The role of Switzerland in privi-
leged transnational life courses”, paper by Sébas-

tien Chauvin, Claire Cosquer and Fabio Cescon, 
July 1, 2022, IMISCOE;

	› Swiss Political Science Association (SPSA) Annual 
Congress, Lausanne, February 3 to 4, 2022, paper 
by Victor Santos Rodriguez, « Gouverner les corps 
immigrés : l’(in)sécurisation de la migration, son 
économie politique et le cas suisse »;

	› International Political Sociology (IPS) Seminar 
Series, Paris  1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University, 
June 16, 2022, paper by Victor Santos Rodriguez;

	› Conference on « Santé sexuelle et migration : de la 
vulnérabilité à l’empowerment ? », June 24, 2022, 
Université de Fribourg, organisé par Poglia Mileti, F. 
(University of Fribourg), Mellini,  L. (University of 
Fribourg), Ugochukwu, C. (African Diaspora Council 
of Switzerland), Nkanga Bokembya, C. I. (Fondation 
PROFA). Paper by Poglia Mileti, F., « Santé sexuelle, 
migration et vulnérabilités plurielles » Mellini, L., 
« Stratégies d’intervention et approches dans le 
domaine ‹ santé sexuelle et migration › »;

	› Conference on « Difficultés, besoins, forces des 
personnes âgées immigrées dans le contexte de 
la COVID-19 : quels défis pour l’intervention so-
ciale ? », University of Lorraine, Metz, November, 
9 to10 ; paper by Bolzman, C., « Personnes âgées 
immigrées en Europe : quels enjeux dans une 
période incertaine ? »; 

	› International Workshop “Migration and Belonging 
in Times of Crises”, IHEID, Geneva, September 13 
to 14; paper by Bolzman, C., «Buscando el hogar. 
Movilidades transnacionales de los ex exiliados 
chilenos en Suiza»;

	› « 4èmes rencontres du Réseau international en édu-
cation à la diversité (RIED) Diversité et conceptions 
du vivre ensemble », Université Libre de Bruxelles, 
June 30 to July 2, paper by Bolzman, C., « Etudiants 
du ‹ Sud › en Suisse romande : de la précarité lors 

mailto:olivier.moeschler@unil.ch
https://twitter.com/Foko_Kukuso
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-minderheiten/
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/forschungskomitees/migration-minderheiten/
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des études au risque de brain ; waste dans le cadre 
de la mobilité internationale»;

	› Conference on « Les enjeux de la prise en charge 
des RMNA en Suisse », University of Fribourg, 
September 24; paper by Bolzman, C., « Mineur·e·s 
non accompagné·e·s et transition vers la vie adulte : 
une perspective de parcours de vie »;

	› Conference on « Border Renaissance. Perspectives 
territoriales, culturelles et linguistiques de la fron
tière », Saarbrücken, February  4, paper by Bolz-
man, C., Tafferant, N., « De la recherche du premier 
emploi aux pratiques extra-professionnelles des 
travailleurs frontaliers en Suisse romande ».

Forthcoming conferences
	› 20th IMISCOE Annual Conference, “Migration and 
Inequalities. In search of answers and solutions”, 
July 3 to 6, 2023, Warsaw and online;

	› Seminar series Intermigra Lab Geneva, “Migration, 
mobility, racialization and intersectionality” (HETS 
Geneva, Geneva Graduate Institute, University 
of Geneva), https://www.hesge.ch/hets/sites/de-
fault/files/contribution/recherche_et_developpe-
ment/documents/intermigra_programme_print-
emps_2023_v6.pdf.

Members publications in 2022
Bader, Dina (2022). Teaching against Femonationa-

lism – The Case of the Ban on Female Genital 
Mutilation in the United States and Switzerland. 
In Angeliki Sifaki, Katarina Loncarevic, and  
Christine Quinan (Eds). Homonationalism, 
Femonationalism and Ablenationalism. Critical 
Pedagogies Contextualised. London: Routledge, 
104–122. https://doi.org/10.4324/b22813.

Bolzman, Claudio (2022). Labour migrants and the 
retirement nexus. In R. King, and K. Kuschminder 

(Eds.), Handbook of Return Migration. Chelten-
ham: Edward Elgar, 212–225.

Bolzman, Claudio, T. Fokkema, and D. Van Dalen 
(2022). Transnational Social Relationships of 
International Retirement Migrants in Morocco.  
A Typology. In C. Schweppe (Ed.), Retirement 
migration to the Global South: Global Inequa-
lities and Entanglements. Singapore: Palgrave 
MacMillan, 139–160.

Bonoli, Giuliano, Flavia Fossati, Mia Ganden
berger, and Carlo Michael Knotz (2022). 
Sometimes needs change minds: Interests and 
values as determinants of attitudes towards 
state support for the self-employed during 
the COVID-19 crisis. Journal of European 
Social Policy, 32(4), 407–421. https://doi.
org/10.1177/09589287221106977.

Fossati, Flavia, Carlo Knotz, Fabienne Liechti, and 
Ihssane Otmani (2022). The Gender Emplo-
yment Gap among Refugees and the Role 
of Employer Discrimination: Experimental 
Evidence from the German, Swedish and 
Austrian Labor Markets. International Migra-
tion Review, 19791832211342. https://doi.
org/10.1177/01979183221134274.

Gandenberger, Mia K., Carlo Michael Knotz, Flavia 
Fossati, and Giuliano Bonoli (2022). Conditional 
Solidarity – Attitudes Towards Support for Others 
During the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic. Journal 
of Social Policy, 1–19. https://doi.org/10.1017/
S0047279421001070.

Gilliéron, Gwendolyn (2022). Binationale Herkunft 
und Zugehörigkeit. Biographische Aushandlungs-
prozesse junger Erwachsener in Marokko und 
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100th anniversary of Goffman, 71(6), 105–131. 
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Interpretive Sociologies / Sociologies 
interprétatives / Interpretative Sozial
forschung
Coordinator
Dr. Florian Elliker
Research Institute of Sociology
University of St.Gallen
Müller-Friedbergstrasse 8
9000 St.Gallen
florian.elliker@unisg.ch

In 2022, the RC Interpretive Sociologies supported 
the organization of a conference in Copenhagen on 
“Contemporary Challenges for Qualitative Sociology: 
Digital Developments, Ethical Requirements, Quality 
Standards”. The conference was held from August 24 
to 26, 2022 at the University of Copenhagen, encom-
passing inter alia 11 sessions, keynotes on gendered 
violence in digital society (by Anastasia Powell) as 
well as being ethical in research (by Malin Åkerström) 
and a panel discussion on contemporary positions and 
potentials in qualitative research (with Anne Ryen, 
Gerben Moerman and Ugo Corte). Held after most 
measures to contain the SARS-CoV-2 virus ended, the 
conference attracted close to a hundred participants 
from all over Europe.
In September 2022, members of the RC Interpretive 
Sociologies supported the interdisciplinary Swiss 
Network for Qualitative Research in organizing the 
9th Swiss Methods Festival, with some of the members 
participating and presenting workshops at the Festival. 
For the first time, the German edition of the Festival was 
held in St.Gallen (after having been held in Basel since 
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2011). At the Festival, 15 workshops were offered on a 
wide range of qualitative methodologies. The Festival 
started with a keynote by Michaela Pfadenhauer who 
argued for the relevance of the life-world concept 
for interpretive social research. On the following day, 
Hubert Knoblauch held a second keynote, speaking 
about reflexive methodology and empirical philosophy 
of science. The program is available on the website 
of the Swiss Network for Qualitative Social Research: 
https://qualitative-research.ch. The Festival again 
proved to be – as is the French-speaking companion 
edition in Fribourg – a central institution for discussing 
all matters related to qualitative methods, for fostering 
interdisciplinary and international networking amongst 
qualitative social scholars, and particularly for younger 
scholars to get acquainted with the state of the art in 
any of the presented qualitative research approaches.

Planned activities for 2023
Continuing its engagement for younger scholars as 
well as past cooperations with scholars who work with 
quantitative methods, the RC will be involved in a confe
rence on visual and mixed methods at the Sapienza 
University in Rome in August 2023. Titled “Inhabiting 
uncertainty. A forum on qualitative, quantitative and 
visual methods”, the conference is specifically aimed at 
supporting PhD students (and postdoctoral researchers) 
in developing robust mixed-methods research designs. 
The conference will serve as a forum to discuss the 
submitted proposals with the aim of providing feedback 
that helps the presenting scholars in advancing their 
research design.

Social Problems / Soziale Probleme / 
Problèmes sociaux
Coordinators of the Committee
Michelle Beyeler (Hochschule für soziale Arbeit, Berner 
Fachhochschule BFH / Universität Zürich); Yann Bochsler 
(Hochschule für Soziale Arbeit, Fachhochschule Nord
westschweiz, Muttenz); Martina Koch (Hochschule 
für Soziale Arbeit, Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz, 
Olten); Lucia Lanfranconi (Hochschule Luzern, Soziale 
Arbeit); Eva Nada (Haute école de travail social, HES-SO 
Genève); Emilie Rosenstein (Haute école de travail social 
et de la santé Lausanne, HETSL | HES-SO); Peter Streck-
eisen (ZHAW Soziale Arbeit, Zürich / Universität Basel).

Activities 2022
The committee organized a workshop for young re-
searchers dealing with topics regarding social policy 
and (the construction of) social problems. The workshop 
took place June 10, 2022, in Berne at BFH Soziale Ar
beit, thanks to the very kind invitation by our colleague 
Michelle Beyeler. The program consisted of six presen-
tations, each one followed by a short discussion by a 
member of the committee and Q & A with the audience. 
It was a good experience, and the committee decided 
to go on organizing one such workshop in the years 
when there is no congress of the Swiss Sociological 
Association.
At the end of August 2022, the coordinators of the 
committee met for an intense working session (Re-
traite) to define its priorities for the next years. This 
session also served to better get to know each other 
after the changes among the coordinators during the 
year before (see annual report 2021). It was decided 
that the committee will organize another workshop for 
young researchers in 2023, because the congress of the 
Swiss Sociological Association is postponed to 2024. 
Furthermore, the committee will organize a conference 
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by its own in 2025. And finally, the committee decided 
to produce a podcast that serves to make social policy 
research issues more accessible for students, profes-
sionals, and a larger public.

Planned Activities 2023
The workshop for young researchers will take place 
June 23, 2023, in Berne at BFH Soziale Arbeit, thanks to 
the invitation by our colleague Michelle Beyeler. The aim 
of the workshop is to bring together young researchers 
from the German, French and Italian speaking parts 
of Switzerland who deal with social problems, social 
policy, social insurance, institutions, discourses (etc.).
The podcast project has been discussed at a meeting 
on March 10, 2023. It was decided to organize a half 

day workshop with a podcast specialist either in June 
or in September before applying for funding.

Contact
At its meeting on March 10, 2023, the committee took 
decisions on the individual areas of responsibility of its 
members. Inter alia, it was decided that Peter Streck-
eisen (ZHAW Soziale Arbeit) takes the responsibility to 
communicate with the Swiss Sociological Association 
as the single point of contact (SPOC). Contact: peter.
streckeisen@zhaw.ch; 058 934 86 17.
On behalf of the coordinators: Peter Streckeisen, 
20. 03. 2023

mailto:peter.streckeisen@zhaw.ch
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b)	 Website

c)	 Sekretariat der Gesellschaft / 		
	 Secrétariat de la société

d)	 Swiss Journal of Sociology
       www.sgs-sss.ch/sociojournal 
       Editorial Committee

Important Addresses

Prof. Dr. Claudine Burton-Jeangros
Université de Genève, Département de sociologie 
Bd. du Pont d'Arve 40
CH-1211 Genève 4

Prof. Dr. Jörg Rössel
Universität Zürich, Soziologisches Institut
Andreasstrasse 15
CH-8050 Zürich

Prof. Dr. Regula Julia Leemann
Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz 
Professur für Bildungssoziologie
Hofackerstrasse 30
CH-4132 Muttenz

www.sgs-sss.ch

c/o Seismo Verlag 
Zeltweg 27, CH-8032 Zürich
044 261 10 94, info@sgs-sss.ch

Prof. Dr. Núria Sánchez-Mira
Université de Neuchâtel, Institut de sociologie
Faubourg de l’Hôpital 27, CH-2000 Neuchâtel 

Dr. phil. Roman Gibel
Universität Luzern, Soziologisches Seminar 
Frohburgstrasse 3, CH-6002 Luzern
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Université de Genève, Département de sociologie
Bd. du Pont d’Arve 40  
CH-1211 Genève 4
sandro.cattacin@unige.ch

Franziska Dörig
Zeltweg 27  
CH-8032 Zürich
044 261 10 94
buch@seismoverlag.ch / www.seismoverlag.ch

Marisa Fois
fois@editions-seismo.ch

mailto:info@sgs-sss.ch
mailto:Claudine.Jeangros@unige.ch
mailto:sandro.cattacin@unige.ch
mailto:buch@seismoverlag.ch
http://www.seismoverlag.ch/
editions-seismo.ch


    

Melanie Nussbaumer

Selbstverständlich – und doch  
umstritten  
Wie sich Organisationen bezüglich 
Gleichstellung legitimieren
280 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-03777-262-1, SFr. 38.–/Euro 38.–

Eva Birkenstock

Option assistierter Suizid
Wann genug ist, entscheide ich
216 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-03777-259-1, SFr. 19.–/Euro 17.–

Sarah Bütikofer, Werner Seitz (Hrsg.)

Die Grünen in der Schweiz
Entwicklung – Wirken – Perspektiven 
228 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-03777-271-3, SFr. 38.–/Euro 38.–

Hans-Peter Schaub, Marc Bühlmann (Hrsg.)

Direkte Demokratie in der Schweiz
Neue Erkenntnisse aus der  
Abstimmungsforschung
250 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-03777-257-7, SFr. 38.–/Euro 33.–

www.seismoverlag.ch  info@seismoverlag.ch
www.editions-seismo.ch info@editions-seismo.ch 

PENSER 
LA SUISSE

Option  
assistierter  
Suizid
Wann genug ist, 
entscheide ich

Eva Birkenstock

   
   

   
 B

ir
ke

ns
to

ck
   

   
   

   
O

pt
io

n 
as

si
st

ie
rt

er
 S

ui
zi

d
Reihe  
Geschlechter-
fragen

Reihe  
Penser la 
Suisse

Reihe  
ds demokratie.
schweiz

ds
demokratie schweiz / démocratie suisse

Direkte Demokratie 
in der Schweiz

Neue Erkenntnisse aus der 
Abstimmungsforschung

Hans-Peter Schaub 
Marc Bühlmann (Hrsg.)

Die Grüne Partei der Schweiz (GPS) ist heute, nach vierzig Jahren 
Bestehen, in der Schweizer Parteienlandschaft eine feste Grösse. Sie 
erreichte bei den letzten nationalen Wahlen 2019 13 Prozent Stimmen-
anteil, ist in allen Sprachregionen präsent, regiert in zahlreichen Städten 
und Kantonen mit und vertritt fünf Kantone im Ständerat. 
Als sich im Mai 1983 fünf ökologische Gruppierungen zur «Föderation 
der grünen Parteien der Schweiz» zusammenschlossen, war dies der 
erste Schritt zur heutigen GPS. Für die Weiterentwicklung war der Bei-
tritt der linksalternativen Grünen Anfang der Neunzigerjahre wichtig,  
da dadurch ihr soziales, pazifistisches und feministisches Profil verstärkt 
wurde. Während die Grüne Partei der Schweiz zunehmend in Konkurrenz 
zur Sozialdemokratischen Partei (SP) trat, erwuchs ihr und der SP in 
der zweiten Hälfte der Nullerjahre Konkurrenz durch die eher bürgerlich 
positionierten Grünliberalen (GLP).
Im vorliegenden Sammelband beleuchten 18 Autor:innen die GPS in 
all ihren Facetten. Untersucht werden ihre Geschichte und das Profil 
ihrer Wähler:innen, ihr intensiver Gebrauch der direktdemokratischen 
Instrumente oder das Stimmverhalten der Grünen im Nationalrat. Ein 
Vergleich mit den anderen Grünen in Europa zeigt, dass die GPS be-
sonders wählerstark ist und sich ausgesprochen links positioniert.

Sarah Bütikofer ist promovierte Politikwissenschaftlerin und Heraus-
geberin von DeFacto, der Online-Plattform für den Wissenstransfer der 
Schweizer Politikwissenschaft, Dozentin an verschiedenen Universitäten 
sowie Projektpartnerin bei Sotomo. Ihre Schwerpunkte sind Schweizer 
Politik und Parlamentsforschung.

Werner Seitz, Dr. phil., ist Politologe und leitete während zwanzig Jahren 
im Bundesamt für Statistik die Sektion «Politik, Kultur, Medien». Er ver-
fasste Bücher über die politische Kultur, die Geschichte der politischen 
Gräben, den Kampf um die politische Gleichstellung der Frauen sowie 
über die Grünen. 
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Une trajectoire-type continue à dominer le parcours de vie en Suisse : la plupart 
des gens se marient, ont des enfants et adoptent une répartition inégalitaire 
du travail entre conjoints. Comment comprendre cette (relativement) faible di-
versité des formes familiales ? Les institutions suisses restent largement conçues 
en référence au modèle de « Monsieur Gagne-Pain » : est-ce que les individus qui 
font famille autrement rencontrent des difficultés particulières, encourageant à 
la conformité ? Des chercheur·e·s du Pôle de recherche national LIVES testent 
cette hypothèse avec les données des Enquêtes sur les familles et les généra-
tions collectées en 2013 et 2018 par l’Office fédéral de la statistique. Les parents 
qui cohabitent, tra vaillent tous deux à plein temps, se séparent, adoptent une 
garde partagée des enfants, les personnes qui restent sans enfant ou ont migré 
connaissent-elles des désavantages d’ordre économique, relationnel ou de gestion 
quotidienne qui affectent leur santé et leur satisfaction de vie ?

Clémentine Rossier est professeure associée à l’Institut de démographie et de socioéconomie 
à l’Université de Genève. Elle étudie la contraception, l’avortement, la fécondité, les pratiques 
familiales en Suisse et Afrique subsaharienne en tant qu’incubateurs des inégalités au cours 
de la vie. 

Laura Bernardi est professeure ordinaire en Démographie et sociologie et parcours de vie à 
l’Université de Lausanne. Ses intérêts de recherche incluent la fécondité, les parcours fami­
liaux, l’étude empirique du parcours de vie et son interrelation avec le bien­être et les inéga­
lités sociales.

Claudine Sauvain­Dugerdil est professeure honoraire à l’Institut de démographie et de socio­
éco nomie à l’Université de Genève. Dans une perspective de démographie anthropologique, la 
famille est au centre de ses recherches et de ses enseignements, en Suisse, Amérique centrale 
et Afrique de l’Ouest.
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Clémentine Rossier, Laura Bernardi 
et Claudine Sauvain-Dugerdil (dir.)
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Enquêtes sur les familles et les  
générations 2013 et 2018

ISBN 978-2-88351-116-3
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Après quarante ans d’existence, le Parti écologiste suisse (PES) fait au-
jourd’hui figure de valeur sûre dans le paysage politique suisse. Lors des 
dernières élections fédérales de 2019, ce parti a atteint 13% des suffrages, 
il est présent dans toutes les régions linguistiques, gouverne de nombreu-
ses villes et cantons et représente cinq cantons au Conseil des États. 
Le premier pas vers la création de l’actuel PES a été franchi lorsque cinq 
groupements écologistes se réunirent en mai 1983 pour former la « Fé-
dération des partis écologistes de Suisse ». Une étape importante de son 
développement fut ensuite l’adhésion des Vert·e·s de gauche alternatives 
et alternatifs au début des années 1990, qui permit de renforcer son pro-
fil social, pacifiste et féministe. Alors que le Parti écologiste suisse était 
toujours plus en concurrence avec le Parti socialiste, ils se virent soudain 
tous deux concurrencés dans la deuxième moitié des années 2000 par 
le Parti vert’libéral Suisse, au positionnement plutôt bourgeois.
Dans cet ouvrage, 18 auteures et auteurs éclairent toutes les facettes 
du PES. Elles et ils examinent son histoire, le profil de ses électrices et 
électeurs, son recours intensif aux outils de la démocratie directe ou 
encore les votes des Vert·e·s au Conseil national. Une comparaison 
avec les autres partis Verts d’Europe montre que le PES bénéficie d’un 
poids électoral particulièrement important et qu’il se positionne résolu-
ment à gauche. 

Sarah Bütikofer est docteure en sciences politiques et éditrice de la 
plateforme en ligne DeFacto, destinée au partage de connaissances 
en science politique en Suisse. Elle est également partenaire de projet 
chez Sotomo et enseigne dans plusieurs universités. Ses domaines de 
prédilection sont la politique suisse et la recherche parlementaire.

Werner Seitz, Dr. phil., est politologue et a dirigé pendant vingt ans la 
section « Politique, culture, média » de l’Office fédéral de la statistique. 
Il est l’auteur de plusieurs livres sur la culture politique, l’histoire des 
clivages politiques, le combat pour l’égalité politique des femmes, ainsi 
que sur les Vert·e·s. Le
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Des collections coloniales sont-elles conservées dans les réserves 
des musées suisses ?
L’étude de la provenance de fonds anciens d’ethnographie et d’his-
toire naturelle, conservées dans les institutions patrimoniales suis-
ses et collectées dès le XVIIe siècle, met en évidence que ces derniers 
ont pour la plupart été rassemblés en contextes coloniaux.
La particularité géopolitique du pays a souvent engendré l’éviction 
de ces ensembles des études portant sur ceux d’origine impériale, 
royale ou princière en Europe. Ce livre critique, issu de l’étude maté-
rielle d’objets et de spécimens naturels croisée à celle d’archives 
et d’images, pour l’essentiel inédites, est le premier du genre pour 
ce territoire et à cette époque. Il apporte alors des éléments nou-
veaux sur l’histoire des collections non-européennes à l’échelle de 
la Suisse. Il inscrit aussi cette histoire dans les questionnements ac-
tuels sur l’avenir de ces artificialia et de ces naturalia : restitution, 
co-documentation et co-responsabilité.  Cl
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Claire Brizon est historienne de l’art et muséologue. 
Elle s’intéresse à l’origine des collections d’ethno­
graphie non­européenne et à leur lien avec l’expansion 
coloniale. Impliquée dans la réflexion sur la décoloni­
sation des musées européens, elle propose de nou­
velles pistes de lectures de ces collections au public 
en collaborant avec des personnes issues de commu­
nautés sources.
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