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Held during the SSA Congress in Muttenz (Basel), 
September 10, 2024

 
Participants: 
Aceti Monica, Asper Patrik, Balsiger Philip, Budon 
Camille, Burton-Jeangros Claudine, Caiata Zufferey 
Maria, Cattacin Sandro, Cullati Stéphane, Deml Michael, 
Diaz-Bonne Rainer, Dörig Franziska, Ernst Stähli Michèle, 
Farago Peter, Geisen Thomas, Glauser David, Hadjar 
Andreas, Höpflinger François, Horvath Kenneth, Hummel 
Cornelia, Kriesi Irene, Lanfranconi Lucia M., Leemann Re-
gula, Moles Benjamin, Parent Fanny, Perrig Luca, Pidoux 
Jessica, Pignolo Loïc, Rosenstein Emilie, Ruedin Didier, 
Rychner Marianne, Sagelsdorff Rebekka, Sanchez Mira 
Nuria, Viana Alzola Nerea, Weller Bettina, Zinn Isabelle

Excused: 
Thomas Eberle, Raphaël Hammer, Daniel Künzler, Chris-
toph Maeder, Stephanie Mekacher, Jean-Yves Pidoux, 
Angela Ullmann.

1.	 Approval of the agenda
Approved.

2.	 Approval of the Minutes of the 2023 
General Assembly

Approved without modification.

3.	 Report of the President
The board had 4 meetings in 2024 and one more 
is planned in November, including specific meetings 
about the relationships between the SSA and Seismo. 
Besides, the board implemented the Young Scholar 
Award with 18 candidates who applied for the 2024 
edition. The paper by Camille Giraut from the Geneva 
Graduate Institute was selected, and she received the 

award during the opening ceremony of the Muttenz 
congress. 
The Society provided financial support through SAGW 
/ASSH to:

	› The 10th Schweizer Methodenfestival, held on 
September 4 to 5, 2024, in St. Gallen

	› The Schweizerisches Netzwerk für qualitative 
Sozialforschung

	› The Research Committee “Sociology of Arts and 
Culture”

We were also involved in the Swiss Journal of Sociology 
reform and thanks to the intense work of the board of 
editors Volume 50 is available online on a Swiss-based 
publishing platform: https://www.socio-journal.ch/.
Two Bulletins were published since the last GA:

	› n°163 “A PhD in Sociology: Motivations, Ex-
pectations and Challenges” edited by Claudine 
Burton-Jeangros and Stephanie Steinmetz in 
December 2023.

	› n°164, including annual reporting documents in 
June 2024.

The next Bulletin is entitled “How to Become a Sociol-
ogy Professor: Opportunities, Inequalities, Alterna-
tives”, it will be published in Fall 2024.
The president also reminds that members have the 
possibility to communicate information to be circulated 
via the SSA Newsletter.

4.	 Accounting 2023
As we reduced the membership fees due to the on-
line policy of the journal, the total amount of money 
received through member fees is lower than in the 
past, with membership fees being our main source 
of income. Recruiting new members for the society 
as well as binding current members to the society 
remains a challenge. The treasurer and the secretary 

Protocol of the 2024 General Assembly
of the Swiss Sociological Association

https://www.socio-journal.ch/


6 Bulletin 166, SGS/SSS

invested a lot of time and effort to send reminders 
to members. 
As in the last years, we received 40 000 CHF from SAGW/
ASSH for the journal, it covers about two fifths of the 
journal costs. Concerning the revenues, we received 
more donations from the universities compared with 
2022. However, donations from the universities are 
uncertain, especially since some universities are not 
allowed to donate public money to associations. It 
was reminded that we received a donation of 10 000 
CHF by Rene Levy for the young researcher prize that 
was awarded on September 9, 2025, for the first time 
with 1 000 CHF. We have a reserve of 15 000 CHF for 
the prize that will be awarded every two years in the 
context of the congress. 
Concerning the expenses, the major change is related to 
the costs for the journal that have decreased by around 
11 000 CHF. Therefore, the 40% overhead costs on the 
total costs of the production of the journal are also 
diminished. In the end, the balance is slightly negative 
for 2023 with a loss of about 2 000 CHF.

5.	 Report of the Revisors, Discharge of  
the SSA board

The revisors Ben Jann and Christoph Maeder are 
thanked for their work. They recommend approving 
the accounts for the year 2023. The accounts for the 
year 2023 are approved unanimously by the SSA GA.

6.	 Update Budget 2024; Budget 2025
With the change of the structure of the membership 
fees, we expect to reach 66 000 CHF for 2024 (rather 
70 000 CHF as previously planned). Besides, we got 
some more donations than expected (9 200 CHF instead 
of the planned 8 000). Regarding the expenses, the 
editors in chief of the journal are striving to reduce 

the production costs. This is achieved notably through 
reducing the number of figures and tables per paper 
(with supplementary material available online but with 
author’s formatting) and outsourcing preparatory work 
to the authors. Therefore, we expect the 2024 produc-
tion costs to be 50 000 CHF instead of 60 000 CHF. The 
salary for the journal manager in charge of the review 
process increases continuously as it must be adjusted 
to the regulations of the University of Lausanne. In 
total we expect costs for the journal of around 85 000 
CHF. All in all, we expect to make a deficit of about 
5 000 CHF. 
It should also be noted that for 2024 and the com-
ing years, we have to include major expenses for the 
websites of the SSA, the journal, as well as for archiving 
all the documents of the board (in 2024, it represents 
nearly 4 000 CHF instead of the planned 250 CHF). 
Finally, the costs for creating and printing the posters of 
the communication strategy to recruit new members and 
to make the society more visible were covered by the 
president and Marlyne Sahakian (former member of the 
board) which allowed us to save the 1 000 CHF planned 
in the budget. Overall, expenditures and revenues are in 
a better balance than in the previous years.
Concerning the budget for 2025, we hope that the 
number of members will remain stable, so that we 
can expect 66 000 CHF from the membership fees. 
The production costs of the journal should remain at 
50 000 CHF. 
The budget for 2025 is approved unanimously by the 
SSA GA.

7.	 Proposition of Modification of 
the Society’s Statutes

The board suggests changing the official address of the 
SSA and to attach it to the secretariat of the SSA in order 
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to ensure more continuity (instead of the president’s 
office which keeps changing). This implies to change 
the art. 3 of the society’s statutes.

The following proposition was submitted: 

Version in German https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/die-ge-
sellschaft/statuten/ 
Art. 3 (alt)

	› Der Sitz der Gesellschaft befindet sich am Wohnsitz 
der Präsidentin / des Präsidenten. 

Art. 3 (neu)
	› Der Sitz der Gesellschaft befindet sich am Ge-
schäftssitz des Sekretariats der Gesellschaft.

 
Version in French https://www.sgs-sss.ch/fr/la-societe/
statuts/ 
Art. 3 (ancien)

	› Le siège de la Société se trouve au lieu de domicile 
du président. 

Art. 3 (nouveau)
	› Le siège de la société se trouve au siège social du 
secrétariat de la société.

The proposition is approved unanimously by the SSA 
GA, minus one abstention.

8.	 Swiss Journal of Sociology
The editorial board presents the transformation of the 
journal which started two years ago. The journal has 
been transferred to the platform SOAP2 which allows 
a full online management of the publication process. 
It is a big achievement which implied many challenges 
and required a lot of fine-tuning. The journal is now 
available online on: https://www.socio-journal.ch/ since 
Volume 50, issue 1. 

Online first publications are now possible and the 
submission guidelines have been revised and simplified. 
The editorial board is still working on the replacement 
of the former advisory board in order to connect the 
journal with current international scholars. It is now 
important to encourage the members of the SSA to 
collaborate with the journal as authors, reviewers, and 
disseminators. In this sense, Stephane Cullati suggests 
linking the SSA members with the pool of reviewers of 
the journal. The president thanks the editorial board of 
the journal who did a great job.

9.	 Relations between Seismo and SSA
Regarding the relation between Seismo and the SSA, 
it is a model of collaboration that was defined over 
40 years ago but has been called into question in recent 
years. There is an imbalance between the pluraliza-
tion of Seismo’s activities regarding other disciplines 
(beyond sociology) and the formal role of the SSA, 
which is Seismo’s main shareholder. As discussed in 
a meeting with Beat Immenhauser, general secretary 
of ASSH/SAGW, there are no other academic societies 
operating along such a model. A working group was 
set up (including Claudine Burton-Jeangros and Jörg 
Rössel for the board of the SSA and Sandro Cattacin, 
Franziska Dörig for Seismo) and met several times in 
2024. All parties are confident that progress is being 
made towards a solution. No vote is demanded at this 
stage, but the board will come back to the GA with 
more information as soon as possible. 

10.	Communication Strategy and 
Recruitment of New Members

The recruitment/retention of members is a constant 
challenge. As such, the board initiated a communica-
tion campaign, and the membership fees have been 
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decreased last year to attract more members. The 
society currently has around 500 members and the 
board suggests two development strategies: one via 
the research committees (all their members should be 
registered as members of the SSA); the other via the 
research institutions (by encouraging sociologists in 
institutions to join the SSA).
In addition, 21 new members were recruited through the 
congress, through a possibility to apply with a reduced 
fee to the Society while paying the congress fees. 

11.	 Election of the Board Members and 
Revisors

Regula Leemann just retired from her HES professor-
ship, as such she steps down from the board at the 
end of 2024. She endorsed the role of treasurer of the 
SSA over the last 3 years, and she has made a great 
contribution to the SSS/SGS. The president warmly 
thanks her for her valuable commitment. To replace her, 
Benita Combet (UZH) is suggested as a candidate for 

the board. She is elected unanimously by the SSA GA, 
minus one abstention. Andreas Hadjar has accepted 
to take on the role of treasurer. The board thanks him 
for his engagement. 
Patrick Aspers and Achim Edelmann are reelected as 
members of the board for a new 2-year term by the 
SSA GA, unanimously minus one abstention.
The board thanks Christoph Maeder who steps down 
as a revisor. Ben Jan is reelected as revisor by the SSA 
GA, unanimously minus one abstention. He is joined 
by Cornelia Hummel (UNIGE) who agreed to take 
on the role of revisor. She is elected by the SSA GA, 
unanimously minus one abstention.

12.	Varia 
The next congress will take place in Fribourg (collabora-
tion between the UNIFR and the HETS FR) in September 
2026 on the topic “Communities and Societies in 
Movement”.
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